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INTRODUCTION. 


Y Mind hath often been af- 
feed with Sorrow, on Account 
of the prevailing of that Spirit, which 
leads from an humble waiting on the 


inward Teaching of Chriſt, to purſue 


Ways of Living, attended with un- 
neceſſary Labour, and which draws 
forth the Minds of many People to 
ſeek after outward Power, and to 
ſtrive for Riches, which frequently 
introduce Oppreſſion, and bring forth 
Wars and grievous Calamities, 

It is with Reverence that I acknow- 
ledge the Mercies of our Heavenly 
Father, who, in Infinite Love, did 
viſit me in my Youth, and wrought a 
Belief in me, that through true Obe- 
dience a State of inward ming 


Body is full of Light 


The INTRODUCTION. 
be known in this Life, in which we 


may love Mankind in the fame Love 


with which our Redeemer loveth us, 


and therein learn Reſignation to endure 
Hardſhips, for the real Good of 


others. 
9 l e Neto of 


but for want of this, ſelfiſh Deſires, 
and an imaginary Superiority, darken 


the Mind; hence Injuftiex frequently 
proceeds 3 and Wheie this is the'Caſk, 
to con vince the Judgment, is qhe moſt 
effectual Remedy. e 


Where violent Meaſures. are purfued 
in oppoſing Injuſtice, the Paſhons, 


and Reſentments, of the Injured, fre- 
_ quently operate in the Proſecution of 
their Deſigns; and after Conflicts pro- 


ductive of very gteat Calamities, the 
Minds of contending Parties often re- 


main as little acquainted with the pure 


Principle of Divine Love, as they were 
before; but where People walk in that 
pure Light in which all their Forks 
are wrought in God, John 11. 2 1. and 


under Oppreſſion perſevere in the meek 


Spirit, and abide firm in the Cauſe of 
/ Truth, 
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We INTRODUCTION. 

Truth, without actively complying 
with oppreſſive Demands, through 
thoſe the Lord hath often manifeſted 
his Power, in opening the Under- 
ſtandings of others, to the promoting 8 


RNighteouſneſs in the Earth. 


A Time, I believe, is comin 
wherein this Divine Work will fo 
ſpread and prevail, that Nation ſhall 
= lift up Sword againſt Nation, nor 
Learn War any more, Iſaiah ii. 4. And 

as we, through the tender Mercies of 
God, do feel that this precious Work 
is begun, I am concerned to encourage 
my Brethren and Siſters in a Holy 
Care and Diligence, that each of us 
may ſo live, under the ſanctifying 
Power of Truth, as to be redeemed 
from all unneceflary Cares ; that our 
Eye being ſingle to him, no Cuſtoms, 
however prevalent, which are contra 
to the Wiſdom from above, may hin- 
der us from faithfully following his 
Holy Leadings, in whatſoever he ma 

graciouſly appoint for us 
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CONSIDE RATIONS: 


of avis Genel * 
PU RE WISDOM, 


HUMAN POLICY. 


4 *. 


10 bers as Troft. fertled in the 
Lord, and not to ſeek after, nor de- 
5 „fie outward Treaſures, any further 
than his Holy Spirit leads us therein, is a 
happy State, as ſaith. the Prophet, Bleſſed 
is the Man that truſtetb in the Lord, and 
whoſe' Hope the Lord is. 

Pure Wiſdom leads People into Low. 
lineſs of Mind, in which they learn Re- 
ſignation to the Divine Will, and Con- 
tentment in ſuffering for his Cauſe, when 
they cannot keep a clear Conſcience withe 

out ſuffering, © 
In this pure Wiſdom the Mind is atten- 
tive to the Root, and original Spring of 
B Motions 


7 3 
Motions and Defires ; and as we know the | 
Lord io be our Refuge, and find no Safety 
but in humbly walking before him, we 
feel. an Holy. Engagement, - that every 
Defire- which feads therefrom may be 
brought to Judgment. 
While we proceed in this precious Way, 
and find ardent Longings for a full De- 
\ Iivesance from every thing which Aden 
all Proſpects. of Gain, that are- hot 60 
ſiſtent with the Wiſdom from above, are 
. conſidered as Snares, and an inward Con- 
cern is felt, that we may live under the 
Croſs,. and faithfully attend to that Holy 
Spirit, which is ſufficient to preſerve out 
of them. 
When 1 have conſidered that Saying of 
Chriſt; Mat. vi. 19 Gn gre" - ur- 


felves Treaſures —_ Earth, his O cw 4 
tence hath often occurred to my Min 


| While we: believe that he is every where 

i preſent with his People, and that 
Goodneſs, Wiſdam and Power are united. 

in bim, how comfortable is che Confider- 


{ 
| 


| Our Wants n may be great. but his 
* Power is greater. We may be oppreſſed 
and deſpiſed, but he is able to turn our 


| patient Sufferings into Profit to ourſelves, 
0 and to the Advancement of his Work on 
Earth. His People, who feel the Power 


ß / ot, 


of his-Croſs, to _— all that is (elfiſh 4 


FT” 


in them, who are engaged in outward 
Concerns, from a Convincement that it is 
their Duty, and reſign themſelves, and 
their Treaſures, to him; theſe feel that it 
s dangerous to give way to that in us, 
which craves Riches and Greatneſs in this 
T—T— Tint PU SH 9 
"As the Heart truly contrite, earneſtly 
deſires to Inow Chrift, and the Fellowſhip 
of bis Sufferings, Phil. iii. 20. fo far as 
the Lord for gracious Ends may lead into 
them 3 as ſuch feel that it is their intereſt 
to pat their Truſt. in God, and to ſeck u 
Gain but that which he, by bs Holy 
Spirit, ſeads into; ſo, on the contrary, 
they who do not reverently wait for this 
Divine Teacher, and are not humbly con- 
cerned, according to their Meaſure, 10 
M up that which is bebind of tbe Mictions 
of Chriſt; Col. i. 24. in patiently. ſuffering 
for” the ing Righteouſneſs in the 
Earth; but have an Eye toward the 
Power of Men, and the outward Advan- 
tage of Wealth, theſe are often attentive 
to thoſe Employments which appear 
fitable, even though the Gains ariſe from 
fuch Trade and Bufineſs which proceeds 
trom the Workings of that Spirit, which 
is eſtranged from the ſelf-denying Lite of 
an humble contrite Chriſtian. #4, i) 
Wie I write on this Subject, I feet 
my Mind tenderly affected toward thoſe 
l 34 - honeſtly 


. 
honeft]y diſpoſed People, who have been 
brought up in Employments attended with 


| thoſe. Difficulties. 


To ſuch. I may ſay, in the feeling of 
our Heavenly Father's Love, and number 
myſelf with you, Q that our Eyes may. 


be ſingle to the Lord] May we reverently 
wait on him for Strength, to lay aſide all 
unneceffary Expence of every Kind, and 
learn Contentment, in a Plain imple 
Life. 
May we, in Ade ſubmit 10 the 
Leadings of his Spirit, and enter upon 
any outward Employ which he graciouſly 
ints out to us, and then whatever 
ifficulties ariſe, in Conſequence of our 
Faithfulneſs, 1 cruſt * will work _ 
our Good. 


Small Treaſure to a reſi igned. Mind is 


ſufficient. How happy is it to be content 
with a little, to live in Humility, and feel 
that in us, which breathes out this: Lan- 
guage, Abba! Father. 

It that, called the Wiſdom of this 
World, had no Reſemblance of true Wiſ- 
dom, the Name of Wiſdom, 1 n 
had not been given to it. | 

As waſtin; — Subſtanee, 0-094 
tify: vain Deſires, on one hand; ſo Sloth- 
| fulnely and Neglect, on the other, do 
often involve Men and their Families in 


ee and reduce them to Want and 


Diſtreſs; 


to 


Oe of. pero 
| Diſtreſs ; to ſhun both theſe oppoſite 
Vices, is good in itſelf, and hath a Re- 
ſemblance ot Wiſdom 3. but while People 
thus provident, have it prioctpally-in View 
to get Riches, and Power, and the Friend- 
hip of this World, and do not bumbly 
wait for the Spirit of Truth to lead them 
in Purity z theſe, through an anxious. Care 
to obtain the End deſired, reach forth for 
Gain in worldly Wiſdom, and, in regard 
to their inward State, fall into divers 
Femptations and Snares. And though 
ſuch may think of applying Wealth to 
good Purpoſes, and to uſe their Power 
to prevent Oppreſſion, yet Wealth and 
Power is often applied athetwiſe 5 nor 
can we depart from the Leadings of our 
Holy Shepherd, without going into Con- 
usa, VV 
. Great Wealth is frequently attended 
with Power, which nothing but Divine 
Love can qualify the Mind to uſe rightly : 
and as to the Humility, and Uprightnefs 
of our Children after us, how great is the 
Uncertainty! If, in acquiring Wealth, 
we take hold on the Wiſdom which is ſrom 
beneath, and depart from the Leadings of 
Truth, and Example our Children herein, 
we have great Cauſe to apprehend, that 
Wealth may be a Snare to them; and 
prove an Injury to others, over whom 
their Wealth may py them Power, 
3 „ 


To 


Act hats 


ny 
— — 


* 0 
— — 11 Fx 
— er om. W 
— ——— — 


— > 
= — — 
———— — 
2 2 Lap. wo Av 


whieh is from beneath; and walk in the 
Light of the Lord, is a precious Situation ; 
- thus his People are brought to pur their | 
Truſt in him; and in this humble Conf. 
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H ING from mp Childhood 
a 


conven ences. 


is the true Medium. 


To be . 1 that Wiſdom 


dence in his Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power, 


the Righteous find a Refuge in Adverſities, 
ſuperior to the greateſt outward Helps, 

and a Comfort more certain than any 

worldly Advantages can nN . 


been uſed to Bodily Labour for a 


Living, I may rl my Experience 


therein. 


Right Exerciſe affords an innocent 
Pleaſure in the Time of it, and prepares 
us to enjoy the Sweetneſs of Reſt; but 
from the Extremes each Way, arife In. 


Moderate Exerciſe opens the Pores 
gives the Blood a lively Circulation, and 
the better enables us to judge rightly 
reſpecting that Portion of Labour che 


Tht 


into Barns, yet our Heavenly Father feedeth 


_ allotted: Labour to us, had he not, feen 
3 that 
- SF Hans) 0: 


of Labour, is a Subject that, to me, 


A s outward Labour, directed by the 
Wiſdom from above, tends to our Health, 


l have obſetved, that too much Labour 
not only makes the Underſtanding dull, 


which do often, I believe, ope 


17 1 


* 


"The Fami of the Air ſow nat, nor gather | 


them; Mat. vi. 26. nor do believe xhat 
Infinite Goodneſs and Power would jhaye 


Labour was proper for us in this 
74 oP 3 "25 
11 


The original Deſign, and: true Medium 


appears worthy of our ſerious Conſi- 
derat io. D ee 2 
Idle Men are often a Burden to them 
ſelves, geglect the Duty they owe to their 
Families, and become burdenſome to 
others alſo. 1 5 Ie 


and adds to our Happineſs in this Life; 
ſo, on the contrary, entering upon it in a 
ſelfiſh Spirit, and purſuing it too long, or 
too hard, hath a contrary. Ette&t, 


but iſo intrudes upon the Harmony of 
the Body, that after ceaſing from our 
Toil, we have another to. paſs through, 
before we can be ſo compoſed as to enjoy 
the Sweetneſs of Reſt. . „ 
From too much Labour in the Heat, 
frequently proceeds immoderate Sweats, 
the 


Way 
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Confticurions, | 
' When we 


ps ths true Medium, 


and feel Wen iel ee N but think 
Buſineſs may ſuffer if we ceaſe, at — 


have found that too N Labor i in 


Time ſpirituous Liquours are 
taken, with a View to ſupport 
under theſe Fatigues. | 


the Summer heats the Blgod, that taking 


ſtrong Drink to fupport the Body under 


fuch Labour, increaſeth that Heat, and 
though a Perfon may be ſo far temperate 
as not to manifeſt the leaſt Diſorder, yet 
the Mind, in ſuch a Circumſtance, doth 
not fetain that Calmneſs and Serenity 
which we ſhould endeavour to live in. 
Thus toiling in the Heat, and drinking 
ſtrong i_iquor, makes Men more reſolute, 
and leſs conſiderate, and tends very much 


to diſc alify from ſucceſsfully following 


him who is meek and low of Heart. 


As laying out Buſineſs, more than is 
conſiſtent with pure Wiſdom, is an Evil, 


fo this Evil frequently leads into more. 


Too much Buſineſs leads to Hurry, In 


the Hurry and Foil too much ſtrong. 


Drink is often uſed, and hereby many 


proceed to Noife and Wantonneſs, and 
fome, though more conſiderate, do often 


fuffer Loſs, as to a true — of 
Mind. 


2. fret h 
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I feel ſincere Deſires in my Heart that no : 


Rent, nor Intereſt, might be laid fo high 
as to be a Snare to Tenants. That no 
Deſires of Gain may draw any too far in 


Buſineſs. That no Cares to ſupport Cuſ- 


toms, which have not their Foundation in 


pore Wiſdom, may have Place in our 


inds, but that we may build on-the ſure 
Foundation, and feel our Holy Shepherd 


to lead us, who alone is able to preſerve - 
us, and bring forth. from every 1 : 


which defiles. 


_ Having Gaal, Times, in my Travels, 1 
had Opportunity to obſerve the Labour 
and Manner, ot Lite, of great Numbers of 


Slaves, it appears to me that the true 


Medium is lamentably neglected by many, 

= who aſſign them their Portion of Labour.” 

Without 3 much aft this Time, 

Tamm ar 4 ba ying and ſelling Men for 
Col 


Term of „who have as juſt a Right 
to Liberty as we have; nor about the great 


Miſeries, and Effuſion of Blood, conſe- 


quent to promoting the Slave- trade, and 
to ſpeak as favourably as may be, with 


regard to continuing thoſe in Bondage 


who are amongſt us, we cannot ſay there 
is no Partiality in it; for whatever Ten- 
derneſs may: be manifeſted by Indivi- 


duals in their Life-time toward them, 
yet. for People to be tranſmitted from a OY 
Mag to his Poſterity, in the * 


* 
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dition of Slaves, appears inconſi fiend with 
the Nature of the. Goſpel Spirit. From 
ſuch Proceedings it often follows, that 
Perſons in the Decline of Life, are deprived 
of Monies equitably - due to them, and | 
committed to the Cate, and 33 to 
the abſolute Power of young une | 

Men, who know but little about the Weak- 
neſs of old Age, nor underſtand he Lan- , 
guage of declining Life. 
| here Parents give their Eſtates to their 
Children, and then depend on them for 
- cadence, they ſometimes meet with 
| Inconveniencies; but if the Power | 
of Poſition, thus obtained, doth: often 
reverſe the Obligations of + Gratitude and 
2 ct and- 8 that 

outh are often ignorant of the Language 
of old Age, how Hard is the Cafe of 
ancient Negroes, who deprived of the 
Wages equitably due to them, are left to 
young People, 'who have been vied to took 
upon them as their Inferios. | 
For Men to behold, the Fruits of theie 

Labour withheld from them, and poſſeſſed 
by others, and in old Age find themſelves 
deſtitute of thoſe comfortable Accommo- 
_ dations, and that tender * which 
their Time of Life require: 
When they feel Pains and Stſfnels m 
their Foints and Limbs, Weakneſs of Ap- 
ny es aan © 


1 1 


uncomfortable Condition of a Slave, and 


5 — em be a el and 
on to another, who, beſides their 
Diſtreſſes, think on the Slavery en 


» }' 


10 


dine er their Poſterity, , 
hat di 
ave of the 
d how 


Thou — 
efled F ＋ Jeſus! 
their Groans aſoend to that 


reer ee 


Almighty Bei 
deren, Run; ix. . 
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kr bis 
me, and forbid them not, for” 2 


et IH i its tn . a rs a. > ah, 


t ſuch 1s the e 4 Gd, * 
1. 14. 

| 0 encourage Children to 6 

b with a View to get Praiſe of Me 

io me a an Obſtruction to their being 
 [pwardly acquainted wich the Spirit of 


ruth, For it is the Work of the Holy 


— 


and l behold themſelves in the neglectec 
ene o 2 young een | 


who will be my. for” x 


Spirit 


pin to direct the Mind to God, that in 1 

our Proceedings we may have a ſingle il 
Eye to him. To give Alms in ſecret, to 
faſt in ſecret, and labour to keep clear of 
that Diſpoſition repraved by our Saviobr, 

All their "Works \which, they. do is nw io be | 
feen of Men, Mat xxiii. 5. 07. Ct 4 

That Divine Light: which enlightens al 

Men, believe, docs often ſhine in the 
Minds of Children very early, and to 
humbly wait for Wiſdom, that our Con- 
duct toward them may, tend to forward 
their Acquaintance with it, end: ſtrengthen 
them in Obedience thereto, appears to me 
to be a Duty on all of us. 

By cheriſhing the Spirit of Pride, and 
the Love of Praiſe in them, I believe 
they may ſometimes improve faſter in 4 
Learning, thanjotherwiſe they would ; but WF C 
to take Meaſures to forward Children in 
Learning, which naturally tend to divert 

- their Minds from true Hamilicy, appears 5. 
me to ſavour of the Wisgem of e Ts 


Lo 4 are$dt' ined „ Bar- 1 
*. of Spirit, nor experienced © in an C 
humble waiting for the Leadings of Truth, is 

but follow the Maxims of the Wiſdom of 
this World, ſuch Children who.. are under of 
their Tuition, appear to me vs in Dan- Ca 
ger of imbibing. Thoughts. and Appre- BY Tr 
eee reverſe co that Meckneſs, and I ant 
c Lowlinels = 


| ( 13 ] 

Lowlinefs of Heart, which is neceſſary 
for all the true Followers of Chriſt. | 
Children at an Age fit for Schools, are 
in a Time of Life which requires the 
patient Attention of pious People, and if 
we commit them to the Tuition of ſuch, 
whoſe Minds we believe are not rightly pre- 
pared to train them up in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord, we are in Danger 
of not acting the Part of faithful Parents 
toward them; for our Heavenly Father 
doth not require us fo do Evil, that Good 
may come of it; and it is needful that 
we deeply examine ourſelves,: leſt we get 
entangled in the Wiſdom of this World, 
and, through wrong Apprehenſions, take 
ſuch Methods in Education,. as may prove 
a great Injury to the Minds of our 
Children, We | 


| Ir is a lovely Sight to behold innocent 


Children; and when they are ſent to ſuch 
Schools where their tender Minds. are in 
imminent Danger of being led aſtray by 
Tutors, who do not live a ſelf-denying, 
Life, or by the Converſation, of ſuch 
Children who do not live in Innocence, it 
is a Caſe much to be lamented, _ . 

While a pious Tutor hath the Charge 
of no more Children than he can take due 


| Care of, and keeps his Authority in the, 


Truth, the good Spirit in which he leads. 
and governs, works on the Minds of ſuch 
> C | who 


„ 
who are not hardened, and his Labours 
not only tend to bring them forward in tk 
outward Learning, but to open their rtl 
Underſtandings with reſpect to the true re 
Chriſtian Life ; but where a Perſon hath | 
Charge of too many, and his Thoughts 
and Time are ſo much employed in the 
outward Affairs of his School, that he 


does not ſo weightily attend to the Spirit cl 
and Conduct of each Individual, as to be ſo 
enabled to adminiſter rightly to all in due th 
Seaſon 3 through ſuch Omiſſion he not m 
only ſuffers, as to the State of his own th 
Mind, but the Minds of the Children are of 
in Danger of ſuffering alſo. 
To watch the Spirit of Children, to ou 
nurture them in Goſpel Love, and labour be 
to help them againſt that which would mar thi 
the Beauty of their Minds, is a Debt we IM ©: 
owe them; and a faithful Performance of fai 
our Duty, not only tends to their laſting Int 
Benefit, and our own Peace, but alſo to Is 
render their Company agreeable to us. the 
Inſtruct ion, thus adminiſtred, reaches a 


the pure Witneſs in the Minds of ſuch Ex 
Children who are not hardened, and begets anc 


Love in them toward thoſe who thus lead Lo 
them on; but where too great a Number and 
are committed to a Tutor, and he, through fro 
much Cumber, omits a careful Attention the 


to the Minds of Children, there is Danger 
of Diſorders gradually increaſing e 
ek > 1 them, 
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C 
them, till the Effects thereof appear in 
their Conduct, too ſtrong to be eafity 
remedied. . | 

A Care hath lived on my Mind, that 
more Time might be employed by Parents 
at Home, and by Tutors at School, in 
werghtily attending to the Spirit and In- 
clinations of Children, and that we may 
ſo lead, inſtrut, and govern them, in 
this tender Part of Life, that nothing 
may be omitted in our Power, to help 
them on their Way to become the Children 
of our Father, who is in Heaven. | 

Meditating on the Situation of Schools in 
our Provinces, my Mind hath, at Times, 
been affected with Sorrow, and under 
theſe Exerciſes it hath appeared to me, 
that if thoſe who have large Eſtates, were 
faithful Stewards, and laid no Rent, nor 
Intereſt, nor other Demand, higher than 
is conſiſtent with univerſal Love; and 
thoſe in lower Circumſtances would, under 
a moderate Employ, ſhun unneceſſary 
Expence, even to the ſmalleſt Article; 
and all unite in humbly ſeeking to the 
Lord, he would graciouſly inſtruct us, 
and ſtrengthen us, to relieve the Youth 
from various Snares, in which many of 
them are entangled. TEL ae. 
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OF THE 


LORD'Ss ouTwaRD GIFrs. 


A” our Underſtandings are opened 


by the pure Light, we experience 
that, through an inward approaching to 
God, the Mind is ſtrengthened in Obe- 
dence; and that by gratifying thoſe 
Defires which are not of his begetting, 


' thoſe Approaches to him are obſtructed, 


and the deceivable Spiric gains Strength. 
Theſe Truths, being as it were engraven 
upon our Hearts, and our everlaſting 
Intereſt in Chriſt evidently concerned 
herein, we become fervently engaged, 
that nothing may be nouriſhed which 
tends to feed Pride or Self-love in us. 
Thus in pure Obedience, we are not only 
inſtructed in our Duty to God, but alſo 


in the Affairs which neceſſarily FOO 
7. OO 


. L | 

this Life, and the Spirit of Truth which 
guides into all Truth, leavens the Mind 
with a pious Concern, that whatſoever we 
do in Word or Deed, may be done in bis. 
N, „ 

Hence ſuch Buildings, Furniture, Food, 
and Raiment, as beſt anſwer our Neceſſi- 
ties, and are the Jeaft likely to feed that 
ſelfiſh Spirit which is our Enemy, are the 
moſt acceptable to us. 

In this State the Mind is tender, and 
inwardly watchful, that the Love of Gain 
draw us not into any Buſineſs, which may 
weaken our Love to our Heavenly Father, 
or bring unneeeſſary Trouble to any of his 
Creatures. 3 

Thus the Way gradually opens to ceaſe 
from that Spirit which craves Riches and 
Things fetched far, which ſo mixeth with 
the Cuſtoms of this World, and fo in- 
trudes upon the true Harmony of Life, 
that the right Medium of Labour is very 
much departed from. And as the Minds 
of People are ſettled in a fteady Concern, 
not to hold nor poſſeſs any Thing bur what 
may be held conſiſtent with the Wiſdom 
trom above, they conſider what they poſ- 
ſels as the Gift of God, and are inwardly 
exerciſed, that in all Parts of their Conduct 
they may act agreeable to the Nature of the 
peaceable Government of Chriſt. 


C 3 A little 
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A little ſupports ſuch a Life; and in a 


State truly reſigned to the Lord, the Eye 
is ſingle, to ſce what outward Employ he 
leads into, as a Means of our Subſiſtence, 
and a lively Care is maintained to hold to 
that without launching further. 

There is a Harmony in the ſeveral Parts 
of this Divine Work in the Hearts of 
People; he who leads them to ceaſe from 
thoſe gainful E mployments, carried on in 
that Wiſdom which is from beneath, delivers 
alſo from the Deſire after worldly Great- 
neſs, and reconciles the Mind to a Lite fo 
plain, that a little doth ſuffice. 


leſſened. Moderate Exereiſe, in the Way of 
true Wiſdom, is pleaſant both to Mind and 
Body. 
Food ard Raiment ſufficient, though in 
the greateſt Simplicity, 1s accepted with 


Content and Gratitude, 

The mutual Love, ſubſiſting between the 
faithiul Followers of Chriſt, is more pure 
than that Friendſhip which is not ſeaſoned 
with Humility, how ſpecious ſoever the 
Appearance. 

Where People depart trom pure Wiſdom 
j in one Cale, it is ojten an Introduction to 
depart from it in many more; and thus a 
Spirit which, ſeeks for outward Greatneſs, 
and leads into worldly Witdom to attain 
it, and ſupport it, _ Poſſeſſion of the 
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Here the real Comforts of Life are not 


Mind. In | 


In beholding the cuſtomary Departure 
from the true Medium of Labour, and that 
unneceſſary. Toil which many go through, 
in ſupporting outward Greatneſs, and. pro- 
curing Delicacies. 5 : 
In beholding how the true Calmneſs. of 
Life is changed into Hurry, and that many, 
by eagerly purſuing outward Treaſure, are 
in great Danger of withering as, to the in+ 
ward State of the Mind: A ns 

In meditating on the Works of this 
Spirit, and on the Deſolations it makes 
amongſt the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, I 
may thankſully acknowledge, that I oiten 
feel pure Love beget Longings in my, 
Heart, lor the Exaitation of the peaceable 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and an Engagement 
to labour according to the Gitt beſtowed 
on me, 1or the promoting an humble, plain, 
temperate Way ot living. A Lite where 
no unneceſſary Care, nor Expences, may 
incumber our Minds, nor leffen our Ability 
to do Good; where no Deſires atter Riches, 
or Greatneſs, may lead into hard Dealing; 
where no Connections with worldly-minded 
Men, may abate our Love to God, nor 
weaken a true Zeal for Righteouſneſs, A 
Life wherein we may diligently labour for 
Reſignedneſs to do, and ſuffer, whatever 
our Heavenly Father may allot for us, in 
reconciling the World to himſelf. 


When 


LS - - 

When the Prophet J/aiah had uttered' his 
Viſion, and declared that a Time was com- 

ing wherein Swords ſhould be beat into Plow- 
ſhares, and Spears into pruning Hooks, and 
that Nation ſhall not lift up Sword againſt 
Nation, nor learn War any more; he im- 
mediately directs the Minds of People to 
the Divine Teacher, in this remarkable 
Language; O Houſe of Jacob ! come ye, 
and let us walk in the Light of the Lord, 
Ifaiah ii. 5. 3 

To wait for the Direction of this Light, 
in all temporal as well as ſpiritual Concerns, 
appears neceſſary; for if in any Caſe we 
enter hghtly into temporal A fairs, without 
feeling this Spirit of Truth to open our 
Way therein, and through the Love of this 
World proceed on, and ſeek for Gain by 
that Buſineſs or Traffick, which is not of 
ihe Father, but of the World, 1 John ii. 16. 
we fail in our Teſtimony to the Purity and 
Peace of his Government, and get into 
that which is for Chaſtiſement. 

This Matter hath lain heavy on my 
Mind, it _ evident, that a Lite leſs 
humble, leſs ſimple and plain, than that t 
which Chrift leads his Sheep into, does y 
neceſſarily require a Support, which pure y 
Wiſdom does not provide for; hence there E 
is no Probability of our being a peculiar u 
People, ſo zealous of good Works, as lo 
have no Fellow/hip with Works of . 

itus 


Pd 
« _ a a ll PT ** hn. 


FA ot ew lA, hes + pus a+ fk _. Loo om i 


( 21 ] 
Titus ii. 14. Epheſ. v. 11, while we have 
Wants to ſupply which have their Founda- 
tion in Cuſtom, and do not coine within 
the Meaning of thoſe Expreſſions, your 
Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all theſe Things, Matt. vi. 32. 

Theſe Things which he beholds neceſſary ; 
for his People, he fails not to give them. in 
his own Way, and Time; but as his Ways 
are above our Ways, and his Thoughts 
above our Thoughts, ſo imaginary Wants 
are different from theſe Things which he. 
knoweth that wwe have need of. „ > 

As my Meditations have been on theſe 
Things, Compaſſion hath filled my Heart 
toward my Fellow Creatures, involved in 
Cuſtoms, grown up in ihe Wiſdom of this 
World, which is Fooliſhneſs with God, 1 Cor. 
111, 19; and O that the Youth may be ſo 
thoroughly experienced in an humble Walk- 
ing betore the Lord, that they may be his 
Children, and know him to be their Refuge, 
their ſafe unfailing Refuge, through the 
various Dangers attending this uncertain 
State of Being 

If thoſe whoſe Minds are redeemed from 
the Love of Wealth, and who are content 
with a plain, ſimple Way of living, do 
yet find that to conduct the Affairs of a 
Family, without giving Countenance to 
unrighteous Proceedings, or having Fellow- . 


ſhip 


— 


RE, 
hip with Works of Darkneſs, the moſt 
diligent Care is neceſſary: 5 
If Cuſtoms, diſtinguiſhable from univer- 
fal Righteouſnefs, and oppoſite to the true 
_ Selt-denying Life, are now prevalent, and ſo 
mixed with Trade, and with almoſt every 
Employ, that it is only through humble 
waiting on the inward Guidance of Truth, 
that we may reaſonably hope to walk ſafely, 
and ſupport an uniform Teſtimony to the 

eable Government of Chriſt: | 
If this be the Cafe, how lamentably do 
they expoſe themſelves to Temptations, 
who give way to the Love of Riches, con- 
form to expenſive Living, and reach forth 
for Gain, to 1 4d Cuſtoms, which our 
Holy Shepherd leads not into. 
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B JOHN WOOLMAN. 


And the Remnant of Jacob {hall be in the 
midſt of many People, as the Dew from 
the Lord, as the Showers upon the Graſs, 
that tarrieth not for Man, nor waiteth 
for the Sons of Men, Micah v. 7. 
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- THE 


IN-TRODUCTION. 


S Mankind from one Parent are 
divided into many Families, and 
as Trading to Sea is greatly increaſed 
within a few Ages paſt; amidſt this 
extended Commerce how neceflary is 
it that the profeſſed Followers of Chriſt 
keep ſacred his Holy Name, and be 
employed about Trade and Traffick 
no farther than Juſtice and Equity 
evidently accompanies? That we may 
give no juſt Cauſe of Offence to any, 
however diſtant, or unable to plead 
their own Cauſe; and may continually 
keep in View the Spreading of the 
true and ſaving Knowledge of God, 
and his Son Jelus Chriſt, amongſt our 
Fellow Creatures, which through his 
infinite Love ſome feel to be more 
precious than any other Treaſure. 
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CHAPTER I. 


On ſerving the Lord in our outward 
Employments. 


NDER the humbling Diſpenſa- 
tions of the Father of Mercies, E 
have felt an inward Labour for the 
Good of my Fellow Creatues, and a Con- 
cern that the Holy Spirit, which alone 
can reſtore Mankind to a State of true 
Harmony, may with Singleneſs of Heart 
be waited. for and followed. 
— I truſt 
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I truſt there are many under that Vifit- 
ation, which if faithfully attended to, will 


make them quick of Underſtanding in the 
Fear of the Lord, and qualify with-Firm- 
neſs to be true Patterns of the Chriſtian 
Life, who in Living and Walking may 
hold forth an Invitarieh: i to others, to 
come out of the Entanglements of the 

Spirit of this World. 

And that which I feel firſt to expreſs is, 


a Care for thoſe who are in Circumſtances, 


which appear difficult, with reſpect to 
ſupporting their Families in a Way an- 
ſwerable to pure Wiſdom, that they may 
not be diſcouraged, but "remember that 
in humbly obeying the Leadieg of Chritt, 
he owneth us as his Friends, 2e are my 
Friends if ye do whatſoever I command you ; 
and to be a Friend to Chriſt, is to be 
united to him, who hath all Power in 
Heaven and in Earth; and though a 
Woman may forget her ſucking Child, 
yet will he not forget his faithful Ones. 
The Condition of many who dwell in 
Cities hath often affected me with a Bro- 
therly Sympathy, attended with a Deſire 
that Reſignation may be laboured for ; 
and where the Holy Leader directeth to a 
Country Life, or ſome Change of Employ, 
he may be faithfully followed; for, under 
the refining Hand of the Lord, I have 


ſeen that the Inhabitants of ſome Cities are 
greatly 
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= 
greatly mcreaſed through ſome Branches 
of Buſineſs which his Holy Spirit doth 


not lead into, and that being entangled in 


theſe Things, tends to bring a Cloud over 
the Minds of People convinced of the 
Leadings of this Holy Leader, and ob- 
ſtruts the coming of the Kingdom 95 
Chriſt on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

Now if we indulge a Deſire to imitate 
our Neighbours in. thoſe Things which 
harmoniſe not with the true Chriſtian Walk» 
ing, thefe Entanglements may hold faſt.ro 
us, and ſome, who 1a an awakening Time, 
feel tender Scruples, with reſpect to their 
Manner of Life, may look on the Example 
of others more noted in the Church, who 
yet may not be re fined from every Degree 
of Droſs; and by looking on theſe Ex- 
amples, and deſiring to ſupport their Fa- 
milies in a Way pleaſant to the natural 
Mind, there may be Danger of the World- 
ly Wiſdom gaining Strength in them, 
and of their Departure from that pure 
Feeling of Truth, which if faithfully at- 
tended to, would teach Contentment in the 
Divine Will, even in a very low Eſtate. , 

One formerly ſpeaking on the Profita- 
bleneſs of true Humility ſaich, ++ He 
«that troubles not himſelf with anxious 
« Thoughts for more than is neceffary, 
e lives little leſs than the Life of Angels, 
« whilſt by a Mind content with little, he 

Dz3  * imitates 


w_ 
<< imitates their want of . 2 Caves 
Prim. Chriſti. Page 31. 

« It is not enough, 5 ſays Tertullian, 
4 that a Chriſtian be chaſte: and modeſt, 
« but he muſt appear to beſo: A Virtue 
c of which he ſhould have fo great a Store, 
that it ſhould flow from his Mind upon 
&« his Habit, and break from the Retire- 
« ments of his Conſcience, into the Su- 
& perficies of his Life,” Same Book, 
ma 43x 

« The Garments we wear,” ſays Cle- 
mens, <* ought to be mean and frugal— 
« that is true Simplicity of Habit, which 
& takes away what is vain and ſuperfluous ; 
« that the beſt and moſt Coli Garment, 
which is the fartheſt from Curiolity, * 
Page 49. 
Though the Change ſrom Day to Night, 
is by a Motion ſo gradual as ſcarcely to 
be perceived, yet when Night is come we 
behold it very different from the Day ; 
and thus as People become wiſe in their 
own Eyes, and prudent in their own Sight. 
Cuſtoms riſe up from the Spirit of this 
World, and ſpread by little and little, till 


A 


a D-parture from the Simplicity that there. 


is in Chriſt becomes as diſtinguiſhable as 
Light from Darkneſs, to ſuch who are 
crucified to the World. 


Our Holy Shepherd, to encourage his 


Flock in Firmnels and Perſeverance, re- 
| minds 


99-1 3 
minds them of his Love for them; 4 7he 
Father bath loved me, ſo have I loved you ; 
| continue ye in my Love And in another 
Place graciouſly points out the Danger 
| of departing therefrom, by going into 
S unſuitable Employments ; this he repre- 
ſents in the Similitude of Offence from 
that uſeful active Member, the Hand; 
and to fix the Inſtruction the deeper, 
names the right Hand; If thy right Hand 
| offend thee, cut it off and caſt it from thee 
It thou feeleſt Offence in thy Employ- 
ment, humbly follow him who leads 
W into all Truth, and is a ſtrong and faith- 
fol Friend to choſe who are reſigned to 
| him. | 7 EATING 6: 
Again, he points out thoſe Things 
which appearing pleaſant to the natural 
8 Mind, are not beſt for us, in the Simili- 
8 tude of Offence from the Eye; If thy 
right Eye offend thee, pluck it out and caſt 
it from thee. To pluck out the Eye, or 
cut off the Hand, is attended with ſharp» 
Pain; and how precious is the Inſtruction 
| which our Redeemer thus opens to us, 
that we may not faint under the moſt 
painful Trial, but put our Truſt in him, 
even in him who ſent an Angel to feed. 
Elijab in the Wilderneſs ; who fed a 
Multitude with a few Barley Loaves, and: 
is now as attentive to the Wants of his 
People as ever. | Fm 
The 
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The Prophee Jſaiab . the un- 
righteous Doings of the Maclites toward 
the Poor, as the Fruits of an effeminate Wl 
Life; As for my People, Children are their 

Oppreſſors, and Women rule over them : 
What mean ye, that ye beat my People 10 
pieces, and grind the Faces of the Poor? 
ſaith the Lord God. Then he mentions the 
Haughtineſs of the Daughters of Son, 
and enumerates many Ornaments, as In- 
ſtances of their Vanity; to uphold which, 
the Poor were ſo hardly dealt with, that 
he ſets forth their Poverty, their Leanneſs 
and Inability to help themſelves, in the 
Similitude of a Man maimed by Violence, 
or beaten to pieces, and forced to endure 
the painful Operation of having his Face 
gradually worn away in the manner of 


grinding. 
And | may here add, that at Sina, 


when I have felt true Love open my Heart 
towards my Fellow Creatures, and being 
engaged in weighty Converſation in the 
Cauſe of Righteouſneſs, the Inſtructions ! 
have received under theſe Exerciſes, in 
Regard to the true Uſe of the outward 
Gifts of God, have made deep and laſting 
Impreſſions on my Mind. 
| have here beheld, how the Deſire to 
provide Wealth, and to uphold a delicate 
. Life, hath grievouſly entangled many, 
and been like Snares to their Offspring : 
an 


a 


and tho* ſome have been affected with 
a Senſe of their Difficulties, and appeared 
deſirous, at Times, to be helped out of 
them; yet for want of abiding under the 
humbling Power of Truth, they have 
continued in theſe Entanglements; for in 
remaining conformable to this World, 
and giving way to a delicate Life, this 
expenſive Way of living, in Parents, and 
in Children, hath called for a large Sup- 
ply, and in anſwering this Call the Faces 
of the Poor have been ground away, and 
made thin through hard Dealing. | 
There is Balm, there is a Phyſician 
and O what Longings do I feel! that we 
may embrace the Means appointed for 
W our Healing, know that removed which 
| now miniſters Cauſe for the Cries of many 
People to aſcend to Heaven againſt their 
Oppreſſors, and that we may lee the true 
Harmony reſtored. _ 
Behold how good and how pleaſant it 15, 
for Brethren to dwell together in Unity. 
The Nature of this Unity is thus opened 
by the Apoſtle ; I we walk in the Light, 
as Chriſt is in the Light, we fhall have 
Fellowſhip one with another, and the Blood 
of Chriſt will cleanſe us from all Sin. 
The Land may be polluted with inno- 
cent Blood, which like the Blood of Abel 
may cry to the Almighty 3; but thoſe 
who walk in the Light, as Chriſt is in the 
Light, 


3 (34) 
Light, they know the Lamb of God, whe 
\ Faketh away Sin. CREE: 
| Walking is a Phraſe frequently uſed in 
Scripture, to repreſent: our/ Journey thro' 
Life, and appears to comprehend the 
various Affairs and "Tranſactions properly 
relating to our being in this World. 
Chriſt being the Light, dwells always 
in the Light; and if our Walking be 
thus, and in every Affair and Concern 
we faithfully follow this Divine Leader, 
he preſerves. from giving juſt Cauſe. for 
any to quarrel with us: And where this 
Foundation is laid, and mutually kept to, 
by Families converſant with each other, 
the Way is open for theſe Comforts in 
Society, which our Heavenly Father in- 
tends as a Part of our Happineſs in this 
World ; and then we may experience the 
Goodneſs, and Pleaſantneſs of dwelling 
together in Unity; but where Ways of 
Living take place, which tend to Op- 
preſſion, and in the Purſuit of Wealth, 
People do that to others which they know 


would not be acceptable to themſelves, 


either in exerciſing an abſolute Power over 
them, or otherwiſe laying on them un- 
equitable Burdens, here a Fear leſt that 
Meafure ſhould be meeted to them, which 
they have meaſured to others, incites 2 
Care ta ſupport that by Craft and cunning 
Devices which ſtands not on the firm 

- Foundation 
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?oundation of Righteouſneſs: Thus the 
Harmony of Society is broken, and from 
hence Commotions and Wars do frequent- 
ariſe in the World, edi 
Come aut of Babylon my People, that ye 

be not Partakers ef ber Sins, and that yr 
receive not of ber Plagues. Rev. xv. 3, 4. 
This Babel, or Babylon, was built in the 
Spirit of Self-exaltation : Let us build us u 
City and a Tower, whoſe Top may reach 
40 Heaven, and let us make us a Name, 
Gen. xi. 4. In departing from an humble 
Truſt in God, and following a ſelfiſh 
Spirit, People have Intentions to get the 
upperhand of their Fellow Creatures, pri- 
vately meditate on Means to obtain their 
Ends, have a Language in their Hearts 
which is hard to underſtand. In Babel the 

Language is confounded. þ[| [=o | 
This City is reprefented as a Place of 
Buſineſs, and thoſe employed in it, as 
Merchants of the Earth : The Merchants 
/ the Earth are waxed rich through the 
Abundance of her Delicacies. Rev. xvii. 3, 
And it is remarkable in this Call, that 
the Language from the Father of Mercies 
is, my People, Come out of Babyton mv 
People. Thus his tender Mercies are to- 
ward us in an imperfect State; and as we 
faithfully attend to the Call, the Path of 
Righteouſneſs is more and more opened; 
Cravings, which have not their Foundation 
in 
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in pure Wiſdom, more and more 'ceaſe; 
and in an inward Purity of Heart, we 
experience a Reſtoration of that which 
was loſt at Babel, repreſented by the in- 
ſpired Prophet in 'the returning 4 a = 


Laue. Zeph.“ iii. 9. 

HFappy for them who humbly attend to 
the Call, Come out of Babylon my People. 
For though in going forth we may meet 

with Trials, which for a Time may be 
Painful, yet as we bow in true Humility, 

and continue in it, an Evidence is felt that 

God only is wiſe; and that in weaning us 

from all that is ſelfiſh he prepares the Way 
to a quiet Habitation, where all our Deſires 

are bounded by his Wiſdom. And an 

Exerciſe of Spirit attends me, that we 

who are convinced of the pure Leadings 

of Truth, may bow in the deepeſt Re- 
verence, and ſo watchfully regard this 

Leader, that many who are grievoully 

ee in a Wilderneſs of vain Cuſtoms, 

may look upon us, and be inſtructed, 

And O that {uch who have Plenty of this 
World's Goods, may be faichful in that 
with which they are entruſted ! and Exam- 
ple others in the true Chriſtian Walking. 

Our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking on World. 
ly Greatneſs, compares himſelf to on 
waiting and attending on a Company at 

Dinner: Whether is greater, be that ſitieib 


al Meat or he that ſerveth Is not he that 
filtels 
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ſuetb at Meat ? But I am amongſt you as be 


that ſerveth, Luke xxii. 27. 
Thus in a World greatly difordered, 
where Men aſpiring to outward Greatneſs 


were wont to oppreſs others to ſupport their 


Deſigns, he who was of the higheſt Deſcent, 
being the Son of God, and greater than any 
amongſt the greateſt Families of Men, by 
his Example and Doctr ines forecloſed his 
Followers from claiming any Shew of out- 
ward Greatneſs, from any ſuppoſed Supe- 
riority in themſelves, or derived from their 
Anceſtors. 1 | 

He who was greater than Earthly Princes, 


was not only meek and low of Heart, but 


his outward Appearance was plain and lowly, 


and free from every Stain of the Spirit of 


this World. | | 


Such was the Example of our bleſſed 


Redeemer, of whom the beloved Diſciple 


faid, He that ſaith be abideth in bim, ought 


alſo to walk even as be.walked. | 
John Bradford, who ſuffered Martyrdom 

under Queen Mary, wrote a Letter to his 

Friends Out of Priſon, a ſhort Time before 


| be was burnt, in which ate theſe Expreſſions; 


„ Conſider your Dignity as Children of 
„God, at d Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
«and Members of Chiriſt, be aſhamed 
therefore to think, ſpeak, or do any 
„Thing unſcemly, for God's Children, and 
* the Members of Chriſt.” Fox's Acts 
and Mon, Page 1197. | 
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1 | 5 = 
On the Evanple of CHRIST. ff * 
A S my Mind hath been brought into a | 5 
ZX Brotherly Feeling with the Poor, as L 
to the Things of this Life, who are under bu 


Trials in regard to getting a Living in a J. 
Way anſwerable to So Parity of "Fruth ; C 
a Labour of Heart hath attended me, that 

their Way may not be made difficult ha 
through the Love of Money in thoſe who the 
are tried with plentiful Eftates, but that 
they with Tenderneſs of Heart may ſym- 
pathize with them. i 5 
It was the Saying of our bleſſed Re- loo 
deemer, 27 cannot jerve God and Mammon. his 
There is a deep Feeling of the Way of W. 
Purity, a Way in which the Wiſdom ot Op 
the World hath no Part, but is opened by Cut 
the Spirit of Truth, and is called the Way emy 
of Holineſs , a Way in which the Traveller 


is employed in watching unto Prayer; and a p 
the outward Gain we get in this Journey | the 
conſidered as a Truſt committed to us, Mir 


- him who formed and ſupports the ow 


r 3 
and is the rightful Director of the Uſe and 

Application of the Product of it. 
Now except the Mind be preſerved 
chaſte, there is no Safety for us; but in 
an Eſtrangement from true Reſignation, 
the Spirit, of the World caſts up a Way, in 
which Gain is many Times principally 
attended to, and in which there is a ſelfiſh. 

Application of out ward Treaſures. 

Ho agreeable to the true Harmony of 
Society, is that Exhortation of the Apoſtle ? 
Look, not every. Man on his own Things, 
but every Man alſo on the Things of olbers.- 
Lei this Mind be in you which was alſo in 

Chriſt Teſus. 3 | = 
A Perſon in outward Proſperity may 
have the Power of obtaining Riches,. bur 
the ſame Mind being in him which is in- 
Chriſt Jeſus, he may feel a Tenderneſs of 
Heart towards. thoſe of low Degree; and 
Inſtead of ſetting himſelf above them, may 
look upon it as an unmerited Favour, that 
his Way through Life is more eaſy than the 
Way of many others; may improve every 
Opportunity of leading forth out of thoſe 
Cuſtoms which have entangled the Family; 
employ his Time in looking into the, Wants 
-of the poor Members, and hold forth ſuch 
a perfect Example of Humiliation, that 
the pure Witneſs may be reached in many 
Minds; and the Way opened for a harmo- 
nous walking together. | 1 
VC 

V 
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Jeſus Chriſt,” in promoting the Happi- 
nels of others, was not deficient in look - 


ing for the Helpleſs, who lay in Obſcurity, 


nor did he fave any Thing to render 


himſelf honourable amongſt Men, which 
might have been of more Uſe to the weak 
Members in his Father's Family; of whoſe 
Compaſſion towards us I may now ſpeak a 


little. He who was perfectly happy in him- 


{c]t, moved with infinine Love, too not up- 
on him the Nature of Angels, but our imper- 
fect Natures, and therein wreſtled with the 
Temptations which attend us in this Life; 
and being the Son of him who is greater 
than Earthly Princes, yet became a Com- 
pan ion to poor, ſtzcere-hearted Men; and 
though he gave the cleareſt Evidence that 
Divine Power attended him, yet the moſt 
unfavourable Conſtructions were framed by 
a ſelf-righteous People; thoſe Miracles re- 


preſented as the Effect of a diabolical 


Power, and Endeavours uſed to render 
him hateful, as having his Miſſion from 


the Prince of Darkneſs; nor did their 


Envy ceaſe till they took him like a 
Criminal, and brought him to Trial. 
Though ſome may affect to carry the 
Appearance of being unmoved at the 
Apprehenſion of Diſtreſs, our dear Re- 
deemer, who was perfectly ſincere, having 
the ſame human Nature which we have, 
and feeling, a little before he was appre- 
1 | | | hended, 


P 


25S S 5 S E = 2 8 2 2 r K ² AAA ie OI 


41 ] 

hended, the Weight of that Wark ypon 
him, for which he came into the. World 
was. ſorrowful even unto, Death ; here the 


human 13 5 ſtruggled to be excuſed 


from a 1 Net bitter; but his Prayers 
5 in 
thine be done. In this Conflict, 


fell from him to the Ground. 


Behold now, as foretold by the Prophet, 
he is in a judicial Manner numbered wil 


the Tranſgreſſors! Behold him as ſome poor 
Man of no Reputation, ſtanding before the 
High Prieſt and Elders, and before Hercd 
and Pilate, where Witneſſes appear againſt 


him, and he mindful of the moſt gracious- 


Deſign of his Longs declineth to. plead 
in his own Defence, bu 
dumb before the Shearer, ſo under many Ac- 


cuſations, Revilings, and Buffetings, remain-. 
ed ſilent. And though he ſignified to Peter, 
that he had Acceſs to Power ſufficient to- 
overthrow all their outward Forces; yet 
retaining a Reſignation to ſuffer for the Sins- 
of Mankind, be exerted not that Power, 
but permitted them to go on in their ma- 


licious Deſigns, and pronounce him to be 
worthy of eath, even him who was per- 


tet in Goodneſs; thus in his Humiliation 


bis Tudgment «was laken away, and he, like 
ſome vile Criminal, led as. a Lamb is the 
Slaughter, Under theſe heavy Trials (tho! 


E 3 poor 


eſignation, Not 7 Will but 


great was 
his Agony, that Sweat lite Drogs 9 of Blood: 


t as a Sheep that is: 


- 


(421 
poor unſtable Pilate was convinced of his 
Innocence, yet) the ens generally looked 


upon him as & Deceiver, a Blaſphemer, 


and the approac ing Puniſhment as a juſt 
Judgment upon, him; They efteemed him 
ſmitten of God and ned. So great had 


been the Surprize of his Diſciples, at his 


being taken by armed Men, that they For. 
' ſook him, and fled ; thus they hid their Faces. 
from him, he was deſpiſed, and by their 
Conduct it appeared as though they efteemed 
him not. 
But contrary to that Opinion, of his 
being ſmitten of God and afflicted, it was: 
for our Sakes that he was put to Grief i z be 
was wounded fon our Tranſgreſſions; he was 
bruiſed for our Iniquities; and under the 
Weight of them manifeſting the deepeſt 
Compaſſion for the Inſtruments of his 
Miſery, laboured as their Advocate, and 


in the Deeps of Affliction, with an uncon- 


querable Patience, cried out, Father, for- 
give them, they know not what they do l. 
Now this. Mind being in us, which was 
in Chriſt Jeſus, it removes from our Hearts 
the Deſire of Superiority, Worldly Honour, 
or Greatneſs; a deep Attention is felt to 
the Divine Counſellor, and an ardent En- 
gagement to promote, as far as we may 
be enabled, the Happineſs of Mankind 
univerſally : This State, where every Mo- 


tion from a ſelfiſ Spirit — to pure 
Loves, 


. 
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Love, I may, with Gratitude to the Father- 
of Mercies: acknowledge, is often opened 
before me as a Pearl to dig after; attended 
with a living Concern, that amongſt the 
many Nations knd- Families on the Earth, 
thoſe who believe in the Meſſiah, that he 
was manifeſted: 10 deſtroy the Works of the 
Devil, and thus to take away the Sins of 
the World, may experience the Will of 
our Heavenly Father; may bedoxe on Earth 
as it is in Heaven, Strong are the Deſires 
I often feel, that this Holy Profeſſion may. 
remain unpolluted, and the Believers in 
Chriſt may fo abide in/the pure inward- 
Feeling of his Spirit, that the Wiſdom: 
from above may ſhine forth in their Living, 
as a Light by which others may be inſtru... 
mentally helped on their Way, in the true: 
harmonious Walking. | | 


af 
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ANTHERE the Treaſures, of pure 
Love are opened, and we obegients 
V follow: him who is the Light of Life, 
the Mind becomes chaſte; and a Care is 
telt, that the Unction from the Holy One 
may: be our Leader in every Undertak- 


ee ene to the World, broken 
off from that Friendſhip which is Eomity 
with God, and dead to the Cuſtoms. and 
Faſhions. which have not their Foundation 
in the Truthz the Way is prepared to 
Lowlineſs in outward. Living, and to a with 
Diſintanglement from thoſe Snares which WW ,, ;; 

attends the Love of Money; and where 18. 
the faithful Friends of Chriſt are ſo ſituated fry 
that Merchandize appears to be their Duty, W Chi; 
they feel a Reſtraint from proceeding far- fully 
ther than he owns their Proceeding ; being preiei 
convinced that we are not our own, but art 1 1 
bought with a Price, that none of us may l'vt i 3. 1 
ta ourſelves, but to bim who died for us, 2 Cor. Appe 
v. 15, Thus they are taught, not wy to Bit 
os Sg eep 


[ 45] 


Tendency of their * Proceeding; to do 
nothing which they know would operate 
againſt the Cauſe of univerſal Righteouſ- 
reſs ; and to keep continually in View the 
Spreading of the peaceable Kingdom of 
Chriſt amongſt Mankind. 

The Prophet Jaiab ſpake of the gathered 


—_ | 


many being employed were all preſerved in 
Purity; They ſball call them the Holy People, 
the redeemed of the Lord, and thou ſhalt be 
called ſought out, a City not forſaken, Ixiii. 
10. And the Apoſtle, after mentioning} 
the Myſtery of Chriſt's Sufferings, exhorts, 
Be ye Holy in all Manner of Converſation, 
Ft. i. 15. There is a Converſation neceſ- 
| fary in Trade; and there is a Converfation 
l ſo foreign from the Nature of Chriſt's 
) 
| 


Kingdom, that it is repreſented in the 


Similitude of one Man -puſhing another 
with a warlike Weapon; There is that ſpeak-. 
eh like the Piercings of a Sword, Prov. xii. 
| 18. Now in all our Concerns it is neceſ- 
ary that the Leading of the Spirit of 
"WH Chriſt be humbly waited for, and faith- 
fully followed, as the only Means of being 
"WH preſerved chaſte as an Holy People, who 
n all Things are circumſpett, Exod. xxiii. 
13, that nothing we do may carry the 
Appearance of Approbation of the W orks- 


of 


keep to a moderate Advance and Upright | 
neſs. in their Dealings; but to conſider the 


Church, in the Similitude of a City, where 


= 


of Wickednels, make the! Unrighteo 


Ported by the Inhabitants of a Country, 


| the general Corr uption of the 7 WS ſhortly 


not at all aſbamed, neither could they bluſh, 
_ Thus expoſtulates with them, Hbat hath my 
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I 


more at Eaſe in Unrighteouſneſs, or ' occa, 
ſion the Injuries committed againſt the 
Oppreſſed to be more lightly. looked 
Over. 5 | | 


Where Morality is kept to, and ſup 


— s 
n 
2 


there is a certain Reproach attends tho 
Individuals amongſt them, who manifeſtly 
deviate therefrom. But where Iniquity i 
committed openly, and the Authors of it 
are not brought to Juſtice, nor put to 
Shame, their Hands grow ſtrong. Thu 


SS FA 


before their State was broke up by the 
Chaldeens, is deſcribed; by their Boldnefs in 
Impiety; for as their Leaders were con- 
wetted together in Wiekedneſs, they 
ſtrengthened one another, and grew con- 
ident; Ware they aſhamed when they had 
computed Abominations ?9 Nay, they. were 


Jer. vi. 15, on which Account the Lord 


Reloved to do in my Hauſe, ſeeing ſhe hat 
wrought Lewdne/s with many, and the- Holy 
Fleſh. is paſſed from thee ; when thou doeſt 
Zvi, then thou rejoiceſt, Jer. M. 6. 

No the faithtul Friends of Chriſt, who 
hunger and thirſt after R ighteouſneſs, and 
mwardly breathe that his Kingdom may 
come on Farth as it is in Heaven, he 
To Op teacheth 


, 
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teacheth them to be quick of Underſtand. 
ing in his Fear, and to be very attentive 
to the Means he may appoint for promos 
ting pure Righteouſneſs in the Earth; and 
4s Shame is due to thoſe whoſe Works 
manifeftly operate ugainſt the gracious 
Deſign of his Sufferings for us, a Care lives 
on their Minds that OS Cuſtoms 
bowever ſupported may biaſs their a 
ments, bat Wie they may humbly bite 


under the Croſs, and be preſerved in a 


Conduct which may not contribute to 
ſtrengthen the Hands of the Wicked in 
their Wickedneſs, or to remove Shame 
from thoſe to whom it is juſtly due. The 
Coming of that Day is precious, in which 
we experience the Truth of this Expreſſion, 
The Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. xiii. 6. 

and feel him to be made unto us Wiſdom 
and Sanctiſication. 8 
The Example of a righteous Man is 
oſten looked at with Attention. Where 
righteous Men join in Buſineſs, their Coin- 
pany gives Encouragement to others; and 
as one Grain of Incenſe deliberately: offered 
to the Prince of this World, renders an 
Offering to God in that State unacceptable ; 
and from thoſe eſtemed Leaders of the 
People may be injurious to the Weak, 
it requires deep Humility of Heart, to 
follow him faithtully, who alone gives 
ound Wiſdom, and the Spirit of true 
| CE 


Whey: are that no Proſpects of Gain may 
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Diſcerniog 3 3 and O how neceſlary i it is, inc 
* the Weight of a Holy. Profee me 
ion! 
The Conduct of ſome 1 gare 
Occaſion of Complaint againſt them; Thu Ml «4 
haſt defiled thy Sanftuaries by the Multitui inn 


of. thine Iniquities, by the Iniquity. of . ou 
Lahe, Ezek. — 4 18. _ — Ao 10 
Places it is charged againſt Irael, that they ¶ tue 
had polluted the Holy Name. ver 
„ She: Prophet Tfaiab repreſents inward Thu 
Sanctification in the Similitude of being MM An 
purged from that which is Fuel for. Fire; I cor 
and particularly deſcribes the outward WM the 
Fruits, brought forth by thoſe who dwell wit 
in this inward Holineſs ; They walk righte- M cer 
ouſly, and ſpeak uprightly. By walking he il dee 
repreſents the Journey through Lite, as « MW can 
righteous Journey; and by /peaking up- WM this 
rightly, ſeems to point at that which os WM Ma 
appears to have had in View, when he } 
thus expreſsd himſelf z Thou ſhalt not follow ing 
a Mullitude to do Evil, nor ſpeak in a Cauſe Ml eve; 
to decline after many lo poreſt Judę nei, 2 
Exod. iii LEY ſpiſe 
He goes on to ſhew their Firmneſs in IM li 
Equity ; repreſenting them as Perſons ſu- bet 
rior to all the Arts of getting Money, Hut. 
which have not Righteouſneſs tor their Ml 15. 
Foundation ; They 40% i tbe Gain of Op- FE 
preſſions: And ti rther ſhews,. how careiul to f 


induce 
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induce them to become partial in Judge. 
ment reſpecting an Injury; They ſhake their 
Hands from holding Brib e. 
Again, where any Intereſt is ſo connect. 
ed with ſhedding Blood, that the Cry af 
innocent Blood goes alſo with it; 1 
out their Care to keep innocent Blood 
from crying againſt them, in the Simili- 
tude of a Man's ſtopping his Ears to pre- 
vent a Sound from entering his Head ; 
They. ſtop their Ears from hearing Blood : 
And where they know that Wickedneſs is 
committed, he points out with Care, that 
they do not by an unguarded . Friendſhip 
with the Authors of it, appear like uncon- 
cerned Lookers on, but as People ſo 
deeply affected with Sorrow, that they 
cannot endure to ſtand by and behold it 3 
this he repreſents in the Similitude of a 
Man ſhutting his Eyes from ſeeing Evil. 
Who amongſt us ſhall dwell with devour- 
ing Fire? Who amongſt us ſhall dwell with 
everlaſting Burnings © He that walketh righ- 
touſly. and ſpeaketh uprigbily. He that de- 
ſpiſeth the Gain of Oppreſſions, that ſhaketh: 
bis Hands from bolding of Bribes, that ftop- 
peth his Ears from hearing of Blood, and 
ſhutteth his Eyes from ſeeing Evil, Iſa. xxxiii. 
A T 
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He proceeds in the Spirit of Propheay 
to ſhew how the Faithful, being ſupported 
under Temptations, would be preſerve 
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from that Defilement that there is in tho 


Love of Money; that as they who in a 
reverent Waiting on God, feel their Strength 
renewed, are ſaid to mount upward ; fo 
here their Preſervation from the Snare of 


unrighteous Gain, is repreſented in the 


Likeneſs of a Man, born up above all 
crafty, artful Means of getting the Advan- 
tage of another; They ſhall dwell on high; 
and points out the Stability and Firmneſs of 


their Condition; His Place of Defence ſhall 
be the Munition of Rocks; and that under 


all the outward Appearances of Loſs, in 
denying himſelf of gainful Profits for Righ- 
teouſneſs Sake, yet through the Care of 
him who provides for the Sparrows, he 


ſhould have a Supply anſwerable to his 
infinite Wiſdom ; Bread hall be given him, 


his Waters fhall be ſure. And as our Sa- 
viour mentions the Sight of God to be 


- attainable by the Pure in Heart, ſo here the 


Prophet pointed out, how in true Sandtifi- 


cation thu Underſtanding is opened, to be- 
hold the peaceable harmonious Nature of 


his Kingdom; thine Eyes ſhall fee the King 
in bis Beauty : And that looking beyond 


all the Afflictions which attend the Righ- 


teous, to a Habitation eternal in the Heavens, 
they with an Eye divinely open Shall bebold 
the Land that is very far ß. 

He ſhall dwell on high, his Place of De- 
fence ſhall be the Munitions of Rocks, Bread 


12871 
Shall be given him, his Waters hall be ſure. 
Mine Eyes ſhall ſee the King in his Beauty ; 


they hall behold the Land that is very far 


off, Ia. xxxiii. 10. 
I often remember, and to me the Sub- 


ject is awful, that the great Judge of all 
the Earth doeth that Which is right, and 
that he, before whom the Nations are as the 
Drop of a Bucket, is no Reſpecter of Perſons. 
Happy tor them, who like the inſpired 
Prophet, in the Way of his Fudgments wait 
for him, Ila. xxvi. 8. 


When we feel him to ſit as a 'Refiner | 


with Fire, and know a Reſignedneſs 
wrought in us, to that which he appoints 
jor us, his Bleſſing in a very low Eſtate, is 
found to be more precious than much out- 
ward Treaſure in thoſe Ways of Lite, 


where the Leadings of his Spirit are not 


followed. 


The Prophet in a Sight of a divine 


Work amongſt many People, declared in 
the Name of the Lord, I will gather all 
Nations and Tongues, and they hl come and 
ſee my Glory, Iſa. Ixvi. 18. And again, 
from the riſing of the Sun to the going down 
of the ſame, my Name ſhall be great amongſt 
ihe Gentiles, and in every Place Incenſe ſha ll 
be offered to my Name, and a pure Hering, 


Malachi i. 11. 


Behold here how the Prophets had an 
inward Senſe of the Spreading of the King- 
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10 look into, 


Name of Chriſtianity. When theſe Things 
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dom of Chriſt; and how he was ſpoken 
of as one who ſhould take the Heathen for 
his Inheritance, and the utmoſt Parts of the 
Earth for his Poſſeſſion, Plal. ii. 8. That 
he was given for a Light to the Gentiles ; 
and for Salvation to the Ends of the Earth, 
Iſa. xlix, 6. | 1 
When we meditate on this divine Work, 
as a Work of Ages; a Work that the 
Prophets felt long before Chriſt appeared 
viſibly on Earth, and remember the bitter 
Agonies he endured when he poured out bis 


Soul unto Death, that the Heathen Nations, 


as well as others, might come to the Know- 


ledge of the Truth and be ſaved. 


When. we contemplate on this marvel- 
lous Work, as that which the Angels defire 
| 1 Pet. i. 12. And behold 
People amongſt whom this Light hath 
eminently broken forth, and who have 
received many Favours from the bountiful 
Hand of our Heavenly Father; not only 
indifferent with reſpect to publiſhing the 
glad Tidings amongſt the Gentiles, as yet 
fitting in Darkneſs and entangled with 


many Superſtitions ; but aſpiring after 


Wealth and worldly Honours, take hold 


of Means to obtain their Ends, tending | 


to ſtir up Wrath and Indignation, and 
to beget an Abhorrence in them to the 


are 


[89 
are e weightily attended to, how mournful 
is the Subject? 

It is worthy of Remembrance, that Peo- 
ple in different Ages, deeply baptiſed in- 
to the Nature of that Work for which 
Chriſt ſuffered, have joyfully offered up 
their Liberty and Lives for the Poms” 
ting of it in the Earth. 

Policarp,. who was reputed a Diſciple of 
the Apoſtle Jobn, having attained to great 
Age, was at length ſentenced to die for his 
Religion; and being brought to the Fire, 
prayed nearly as follows, * Thou God and 
« Father Is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
* whom ] have received the Knowledge of 
« thee! O God of the Angels. and Powers, 
and of every living Creature, and of all 
« Sorts of juſt Men which live in thy Pre- 
„ ſence, I thank thee, that thou haſt gra- 
e cioufly vouchſafed this Day and this Hour 
* to allot me a Portion among the Num- 
ber of Martyrs, among the People of 
« Chriſt, unto the Reſurrection of everlaſt- 
ing Life; among whom J ſhall be receiv- 
«ed in thy Sight, this Day, as a fruitful 
« and acceptable Sacrifice; where/ore for 
« all this, I praife thee, I bleſs thee, I 
« glorify thee through the everlaſtingH igh 
« Prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt, thy well-beloved Son; 
* to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, 
abe all Glory, World without End. 
Amen. I | 
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Biſhop Latimer, when Sentence of Death 
by Fire, was pronounced againſt him, on 
Account of his Firmneſs in the Cauſe of 
Religion, he ſaid, „I thank God moſt 
< heartily, that he hath prolonged my Lite 
. * to this End; that I may in this Caſe glo- 
< rify him by this Kind of Death.“ Fox's 

Acts and Mon. 936. 1 
William Dewſbery, who had ſuffered 


encouraging his Friends to Faithfulneſs, 
made mention, like good old Jacob, of the 
Loving-kindneſs of God to him in the 
Courſe of his Life, and that through the 
Power of Divine Love, he, for Chriſt's 
Sake, had joyfully entered Priſons. Sec 
Introduction to his Works. 
I mention theſe, as a few Examples, out 
of many of the powerful Operation of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, where People are 
fully devoted to it, and of the ardent 
Longings in their Minds for the Spreading 
of his Kingdom amongſt Mankind. Now 
to thoſe, in the preſent Age, who truly 
know Chriſt, and fee] the Nature of his 
eaceable - Government opened in their 
Underſtandings, how loud is that Call 
wherewith we are called to Faithfulnels; 
that in following this pure Light of Lite, 
we, as Workers together with him, may la- 
bour in that great Work for which be 


was offered as a Sacrifice on the Crols : 
and 


much for his Religion, in his laft Sickneſs, | 
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and that his peaceable Doctrines may ſhine- 
us in their real Harmony, at a 

Time when the Name of Cbriſtianity is 
become hateful to many of the Heathen. + 
When Gebazi had obtained Treaſures. 
which the Prophet under divine Direction 
had refuſed, and was returned from the 
Buſineſs ; the Prophet troubled at his Con- 
duct, queried if it was a Time thus to pre- 
pare for a ſpecious Living. 
J it a Time to receive Money and Car- 
ments, Men Servants and Maid Servants, 
the Leproſy therefore of Naaman hall cleave 
to thee, and to thy Seed for ever, 2 Kings v. 
26. And O that we may lay to Heart the 
Condition of the preſent Time, and hum- 
bly follow his Counſel, who alone is able 
to prepare the Way for a true harmo- 
nious Walking amongſt Mankind. 
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On Divine ADMONITIONS, 


UCH are the Perfections of our Hea- 
venly Father, that in all the Diſpenſa- 
tions of his Providence, it is our Duty, 
every Thing, to give Thanks, Though from 


. the firſt Settlement of this Part of Ame- 


rica, he hath not extended his -Judgments 


to the Degree of Famine, yet Worms at 


Times have come forth beyond number- 


ing, and laid waſte Fields of Grain and 


Graſs, where they have appeared; another 
Kind, in. great Multitudes, working out 
of Sicht, in Graſs Ground, have ſo eat the 
Roots, that the Surface, being looſned from 
the Soil beneath, might be taken off in 
reat Sheets. 
Theſe Kind of devouriog Creatures ap- 


pearing ſeldom, and coming in ſuch Mul- 


titudes, their Generation appears different 
from moſt other Reptiles, and by the 
Prophet were call'd God's Army ſent amongſt 
the People, Joel ii. 25. 

There have been Tempeſts of Hail, 


which have very much deſtroyed the Grain 


where 


& 4 
where they extended. Through long 
Drought in Summer, Grain in ſome Places 
hath been leſs than half the uſual Quan- 
tity “; and in the Continuance thereof, I 
have beheld with Attention, from Week to 
Week, how Dryneſs from the Top of the 
Earth, hath” extended deeper and deeper, 
while the Corn and Plants have languiſhed; 
and with Reverence my Mind hath been 
turned toward him, who being perfect in 
Goodneſs, in Wiſdom and Power, doeth 
all Things right. And after long Drought, 
when the Sky hath grown dark with a 
Collection of Matter, and Clouds like 
Lakes of Water hung over our Heads, 
from whence the thirſty Land hath been 
ſoaked ; I have at Times, with Awfulneſs, 
beheld the vehement Operation of Light- 
nivg, made ſometimes to accompany theſe 
Bleſſings, as a Meſſenger ſrom him who 
created all Things, to remind us of our 
Duty in a right Uſe of thoſe Benefits, and 
give ſtriking Admonitions, that we do not 
miſapply thoſe Gifts, in which an Almighty, 
Power is exerted, in beſtowing them upon. 
us. 
When I have confidered that many of 
our Fellow Creatures ſuffer much in ſome 


2 


* When Crops fail, I often feel a tender Care that 
o wa of poor Tenants may be mercifully conſi- 
ered, | | ) 
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Places for want of the Neceſſaries of Life, Ml is 
whilſt thoſe who rule over them are too 17, 
much given to Luxury, and divers Vani- J 
ties; and behold the apparent Deviation Sor 
from pure Wiſdom amongſt us, in the Uſe Bl of 
of the outward Gifts of God; thoſe Marks Wl tho 
of Famine have appeared like humbling of 
Admonitions from him, that we might be der 
inſtructed by gentle Chaſtiſements, aud Wi Go: 
might ſeriouſly conſider our Ways; re. Ger 
membring that the outward Supply of Lie Ea, 
is a Gift from our Heavenly Father, and ihe 
no more venture to uſe, or apply his Gifts, 1 
in a Way contrary to pure Wiſdom. Poy 
Should we continue to reject thoſe met. clea 
ciful Admonitions, and uſe his Gifts a BF ther 
Home, contrary to the gracious Deſign of ſo © 
the Giver, or ſend them Abroad in a Way IM b 
of Trade, which the Spirit of Truth doti Bi rot 


not lead into; and ſhould he whoſe Eyes Jer. 

1 are upon all our Ways, extend his Chaſtiſe- V 

18 ments ſo far as to reduce us to much greater WM unar 

1 Diſtreſs than hath yet been felt by theſe Bil effec 

T6 Provinces; with what Sorrow of Heart not 

| might we meditate on that Subject, Hat figur 

4 thou not procured this unto thyſelf, in that i being 

1 thou haſt forſa ken the Lord thy God, when d i ing! 

= led thee by the May? Thine own Wickeduds WF here 
| Hall correct thee, and thy Backſlidings /oall il xx. 
= reprove thee ; know therefore, and ſee that 

it is an evil Thing and bitter, that thou bi) WW — 


forſaken the Lord thy God, and that my Fei 
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ir not in thee, faith the Lord of Hoſts, Jer. ii. | 


1110. | FT 
1 7 Mind hath often been affected with 


Sorrow, in beholding a wrong —— | 

er; - and: - 
thoſe Expreſſions concerning the Defilement 
of the Earth have been opened to my Un- 
derſtanding ; The Earth was corrupt before 


of the Gifts of our Heavenly Fat 


God, and the Earth was filled with Violence, 


Gen. vi. 11. Again, Iſaiah xxiv. 5.” The 


Earth alſp is defiled under the Inhabitants 
thereof. 

The Earth being the Work of a Divine 
Power, may not as ſuch be accounted un- 
clean; but when Violence is committed 

| thereon, and the Channel of Righteouſneſs 


ſo obſtructed, that in our Skirts are found 


the Blood of the Souls of poor Innocents ; 
IH to! by a ſecret Search, but upon all theſe ®, 
en. 34 5 
When Blood ſhed unrighteouſly remains 
unattoned for, and the Inhabitants are not 
effectually purged from it, when they do 
not waſh their Hands in Innocency, as was 
figured in the Law, in the Caſe of one 
being found ſlain; but ſeek for Gain ariſ- 


ing from Scenes of Violence and Oppreſſion, 


— à 2 ds. 46.4 2 5 


xxi. 6. | | 
5 Moreover, 


— eee ew 


11 


dee a Caution and Warning to Great-Britzi 1 
and her Colonies, Page 31. 
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| here the Land is polluted with Blood, Dex, 


Lee 
Moreover, when the Earth is planted 
and tilled, and the Fruits brought forth 
are applied to ſupport unrighteous Pur- 
poſes 3 here the graciqus Deſign! of infinite 
 Gpadnels, in theſe his Gifts being perverted, 
the Earth is defiled; and the Complaint 
formerly uttered becomes applicable 3 Ti _ 
haſt made me to ſerve' with. thy Sins x 
haſt wearied me with thine dae ai 
xlii. oh | 
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FEELING at this Time a renewed 
F Concern that the pure Principle of 
Light and Lite, and the rigntcous 
ru its thefeer may ſpread and prevail 
amongft Mankind, there is an Engagement 
on my Heart to labour with my Brethren 
in religious Proteſſion, that none of us may 
be a Stumbling-· block in the Way of others; 
but may ſo walk that our Conduct may 
reach the pure Witneſs in the Hearts of 
ſuch who are not in Profeſſion with us. 
And, dear Friends, while we publickly 
own that the Holy Spirit is our Leader, 
the Profeſſion is in itſelf weighty, and the 
Weightineſs thereof increaſeth in Propor- 
tion as we are noted among the Profeſſors 


of Truth, and active in dealing with ſuch 


who walk diſorderly. 


Many under our Profeſſion, for Want of 


due Attention, and a perfect Reſignation, 
| G 2 | to 


r 


[ 64 
to this Divine Teacher, have in fome Things 
maniteſted a Deviation from- the Purity of 
our religious Principles, and theſe Devia- 
tions having crept in amongſt us by little 
and little, and increafing from leſs to great- 

er, have been ſo far unnoticed, that ſome 
living in them, have been active in putting 
Diſcipline in Practice with relation to others, 
whoſe Conduct hath appeared more diſho- 
nourable in the World, 

Now as my Mind hath been exerciſed 
before the Lord, I have ſeen, that the 
Diſcipline of the Church of Chriſt ſtandeth 
in that which is pure; that it is the Wil- 
dem from above which gives Authority to 
Diſcipline, and that the Weightineſs there- 
of ſtandeth not in any outward Circum- 
ſtances, but in the Authority of Chriſt 
who is the Author of it; and where any 
walk after the Fleſh, and not according 
to the Purity of Truth, and at the ſame 
Time are active in putting Diſcipline in 
Practice, a Veil is gradually drawn over 

the Purity of Diſcipline, and over that 
Holineſs of Life, which Chriſt leads thoſe 
into, in whom the Love of God is verily 
Perfected, 1 John ii. 5. 

When we labour in true Love with Ok- 
fenders, and they remain obſtinate, it 
ſometimes is neceſſary to proceed as far as 
our Lord directed; Let him be to thee as 


an heathen Man, or a Publican, Mat. xvill. | 
17. | yy 
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Now when ſuch are 1 and they 
who act therein feel Chriſt made unto them 
Wiſdom, and are preſerved in his meek, 
reſtoring Spirit, there is no juſt Cauſe of 
Offence miniſtred to any; but when ſuch 
who are active in dealing with Offenders, 
indulge themſelves in Things which are 
contrary to the Purity of Truth, and yet 
judge others whoſe Conduct appears more 
diſhonourable than their's, here the pure 
Authority of Diſcipline ceaſeth as to fuck 
Offenders, and a Temptation is laid in 
their Way to wrangle and contend ;— 
Judge not, ſaid our Lord, ihat ye be not 
Judged, Now this forbidding, alludes to 
Man's Judgment, and potats out the Ne- 
ceſſity of our humbly attending to that 
ſanctifying Power, under which the Faithful 
experience the Lord to be à Spirit ＋ Judg- 
ment to them, Iſa, xxviii. 6. And as we 
feel his Holy Spirit to mortify the Deeds 
of the Body in us, and can ſay, Jt is no 
more I that live, but Chriſt that liveth i in me, 
here right Judgment is known. 

And while Divine Love prevails in our 
Hearts, and Self in us is brought under 
Judgment, a Preparation is felt to labour 
ia a right Manner with Offenders; but if 
we abide not in this Love, our outward 
Performance in dealing with others, dege- 
nerates into Formality ; for his is the Love 
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„ 
of God, that we keep his Commandments, 

ohn i. 3. „ | 

How weighty are thoſe Inſtructions of 
our Redeemer concerning religious Duties, 
when he points out, that they who pray, 
. ſhould be fo obedient to the Teachings of 

the Holy Spirit, that humbly confiding 
in his Help, they may ſay, Thy Name, 
O Father ! be hallowed. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy Will be done on Earth, as it is in Hea- 
ven,—In this awful State of Mind is felt 
that Worſhip which ſtands in doing the 
Will of God on Earth, as it is. done in 
Heaven, and keeping the Holy Name 
facred : To take a Holy Profeſſion upon us 
is awful, nor can we keep this Holy Name 
facred, but by humbly abiding under the 
Croſs of Chriſt. The Apoſtle laid a heavy 
Complaint againſt fore who prophaned 
this Holy Name by their Manner of Liv- 
ing, Through yeu, he ſays, the Name of 


Gd is blaſphemed among the Gentiles, Rom. 


ll. 24. 

3 of our Anceftors, through many 
Tribulations, were gathered into the State 
of true Worſhippers, and had Fellowſhip 
in that which is pure; and as one was in- 
wardly moved to kneel down in their Aſ- 
ſemblies, and publickly call on the Name 
of the Lord, thoſe in the Harmony of 
united Exerciſe then preſent, joined in the 
Prayer: I mention this, in order that ” 


„ 
of the preſent Age, may look unto the 


Rock from whence we were hewn, and 


remember that to unite in Worſhip, is an 
Union in Prayer, and that Prayer accept- 
able to the Father, is only in a Mind truly 


ſanctified, where the ſacred Name is kept 
Holy, and the Heart reſigned to do his 


Will on Earth, as it is done in Heaven; 
If ye abide in me, faith Chriſt, and my 
Words abide in you, ye ſhall aſk what ye will 
in my Name, and it ſhall be done unto you, 
Now we know not what to pray for as we 
ought, but as the Holy Spirit doth open 
and direct our Minds, and as we faithfully 
yield to its Influences, our Prayers are in 
the Will of our Heavenly Father, who 


fails not to grant that which his own Spirit, 


through his Children, aſketh; thus Pre- 
ſervation from Sin is known, and the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs are brought forth by ſuch 
who inwardly unite in Prayer. 

How weighty are our folemn Meetings 


when the Name of Chriſt is kept Holy! 


++ How precious is that State in which 
the Children of the Lord are fo redeemed 
from the Love of this World, that they 
are accepted and bleſſed in all that they 
*do!” R. Barclay's Apology, p. 404. 


How neceflary is it that we who profeſs 


theſe Principles, and are outwardly active 


in ſupporting them, ſhould faithfully abide 
in Divine Strength, that as he who" has 
| called 


„ 
called us, is Holy, ſo we may be Holy in 
all manner of Converſation, 1 Pet. i. 15, 
If one profeſſing to be influenced by the 
Spirit of Chriſt, propoſe to unite in a 
Labour to promote Righteouſnefs in the 
Earth, and in Time paſt he hath manifeſtly 
deviated from the Path of Equity, then to 
act conſiſtent with this Principle, his firſt 
Work is to make Reſtitution ſo far as he mg 
may be enabled; for if he attempts to M 
contribute toward a Work intended to 
promote Righteouſneſs, while 1t appears 
that he neglecteth, or refuſeth to act righ- Ca 
teouſly himſelf, his Conduct has a Tendency 
to entangle the Minds of thoſe who are 
weak in the Faith, who behold theſe Things, 
and to draw a Veil over the Purity of 
Righteouſneſs, by carrying an Appearance 
as though that was Righteouſneſs which is 
nor. | 
Again, if I propoſe to aſſiſt in ſupport- 
ing thoſe Doctrines wherein that Purity ot 
Life is held forth, in which Cuſtoms 
. proceeding from the Spirit of this World 
have no Place, and at the fame Time 
ftrengthen others in thoſe Cuſtoms by 
my Example ; the firſt Step then in an 
orderly Proceeding, is to ceaſe from thoſe 
Cuſtoms myſelf, and afterwards to labour, 
as I may be enabled, to promote the like 
Diſpoſition and Conduct in others, 


— 
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To be convinced of the pure Principle of 
Truth, and diligently exerciſed in walking 
anſwerable thereto, is neceſſary before 1 
can conſiſtently recommend this Principie 
to others. I often fee] a Labour in Spirit, 
that we who are active Members in religi- 
ous Society, may experience in ourſelves the 
Truth of thoſe Expreſſions of the Holy 
One; I will be ſantiified in them that come 
nb me, Lev. x. 3. ][n this Caſe, my 
Mind hath been often exerciſed when alone, 
Year after Year, for many Years, and in 
the Renewings of Divine Love, a tender 
Care hath been incited in me, that we who 
po the inward Principle of Light to 

e our Teacher, may be a Family united 
in that Purity of Worſhip, which compre- 
bends a Holy Life, and miniſters Inſtruction 
to others, IP's 

My Mind is often drawn towards Child. - 
ren in the Truth, who having. a ſmall 
Share of the Things of this Lite, and 
coming to have Families, may be inwardly 
exerciſed before the Lord to ſupport them 
ina Way agreeable to the Purity of Truth, 
in which they may ſeel his Bleſſing upon 
them in their Labours; the Thoughts of 
ſuch being entangled with Cuſtoms, con- 
trary to pure Wiſdom, conveyed to them 
through our Hands, doth often very ten- 
derly, and movingly affect my Heart, and 
when I look towards, and think on the 

kts ies ſucceeding 


CS -- 
ſucceeding Generation, fervent Deſires are 
raiſed in me, that we by yielding to that 
Holy Spirit which leads into all Truth, 
may not do the Work of the Lord deceit. 
fully, may not live contrary to the Purity 
of the Divine Principle we - profeſs 3 but 
that as faithful Labourers in our Age, we 
may be inſtrumental in removing Stumb- 
ling-blocks out of the Way of thoſe who 
may ſucceed us, | 

So great was the Love of Chriſt, that 
he gave himſelf for the Church, hat by 
mip ht ſandtiſy and cleanſe it, that it ſhould be 
Holy, and without Blemiſh, not having Spot 
er Wrinkle, er any = Thing, Eph. v. 23. 
and where any take the Name of Chriſt 
upon them, profeſſing to be Members of | 
his Caurch, and led by his Holy Spirit, 
and yet maniteſtly deviate from the Purity 
of Truth, they herein act againſt the gra. 
cious Defign of his giving himſelf for 
them, and miniſter Cauſe for the Con- 
tinuance of his Afflict ions, viz, in his Body 
the Church. 5 ; 

Chriſt ſuffered Afflictions in a Body of 
Fleſh prepared by the Father, but the 
Afflictions of his myſtical Body are yet 
unfiniſhed 3 for they who are baptized in- 
to Chriſt are baptized into his Death; and 
as we humbly abide under his ſanctify ing 
Power, and are brought forth into Newnels 
of Life, we feel Chriſt to live in ware 

| ing 


(72 J | 
being the ſame Yeſterday, To-day, and for- 
ever, and always at Unity with himſelf, his 
Spirit in the Hearts of his People leads toan 
| inward Exerciſe for the Salvation of Man- 
kind; and when under a Travail of Spirit, 
we behold a viſited People entangled by 
the Spirit of this World with its Wicked- 
neſs and Cuſtems, and thereby rendered 
incapable of being faithful Examples to 
others, Sorrow and Heavineſs under a Senſe 
of theſe Things, is often a—_— and 
thus in ſome Meaſure is filled up that which 
remains of the A fflictions of. Chriſt. _. 

Our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaking concerni 
Gifts offered in Divine Service, . 
thou bring thy Gift to the Altar, and there . 
remembreſt that thy Brother hath ought againſt 
thee, leave there thy Gift before the Altar, 
and go thy Way, firſt be reconciled to thy 
Brother, and then come and offer thy Gift, 
| Mit, v. 23, 24. Now there is no true 
Unity, but in that wherein the Father, and 
the Son are united, nor can there be a per- 
fect Reconciliation but in ceaſing from that 
which miniſters Cauſe for the Continuation 
of the Afflictions of Chriſt; and if any 
proteſſing to bring their Gift to the Altar, 
do remember the cuſtomary Contradiction 
which ſame of their Fruits bear to the pure 
ſpiritual Worſhip, here it appears neceſſary 
% lay to Heart this Command, Leave iby 
Gift by tbe Altar. e 

Chriſt - 


/ 
A 
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_ - Holy Spirit leads into: The Depth of Dit- 


Chuiſt gr 1 wo} 1 
Chriſt graciouſly calls his People B 
thren; HYhoſoever (hall do the Wah of 55 unc 


ibe ſame is my Brother, Mark iii. 35. Now rel 
if we walk contrary to the Truth as it is in WM Me 

| Jeſus, while we continue to profeſs it, we MW Spi 
offend againſt Chriſt, and if under this 1 
Offence we bring our Gift to the Altar, Col 
our Redeemer doth not direct us to take ( 
back our Gift, he doth not diſcourage our Epl 

. proceeding in a good Work; but gra. a 
ciouſly points out the neceſſary Means by Gro 
which the Gift may be rendered acceptable, [ 
Leave, faith he, thy Gift by the Altar, firſ ſacr 
go and be reconciled io thy Brother, ceaſe Nai 
from that which grieves the Holy Spirit, a N 
.ceaſe from that which is againſt the Truth, of | 
as it is in Jeſus, and then come, and offer pub 
thy Gift. ACS 75 Act 
in 1 


Il feel, while I am writing, a Tenderne 

to thoſe. who through Divine Favour are whi 
preſerved in a lively Senſe of the State of ly 
the Churches, and at Times may be under the 
Diſcouragements with regard to proceed- Tega 
ing in that pure Way which Chriſt by his Wa; 


order and Weakneſs, which ſo much pre- Suff. 
vails, being opened, Doubtings are apt to chro- 
ariſe as to the Poſſibility of proceeding as Chur 
an Aſſembly of the Lord's People in the in [a 
pure Council of Truth; and here I feel 2 MF they 
Concern to expreſs in Uprightneſs, that i and: 


. - Which hath been opened in my Mind, the 


under Stati. 


1 
under the Power of the Crof of Chriſt, 
relating to a viſible gathered Church, the 
Members whereof are guided by the Hol y 


Spirit. 
"Ih he Church is called the Body of C brit, 
Col. 1. 24 

Chriſt is called the Head of the Church, 
Eph. 1. 22. 

The Church is called tbe Pillar, and 
Ground of Truth, 1 Tim. iii. 15. 
Thus the Church hath a Name that is 
ſacred, and the Neceſlity of keeping this 
Name Holy, appears evident; for where 
a Number of People unite in a Profeſſion 
of being led by the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
N, Heir Principles to the World, the 

nd Proceedings of that People may 

10 23 Meaſure be conſidered as fuck 
which Chriſt is the Author of. a 

Now while we ſtand in this Station, if 
the pure Light of Lite is not followed and 
regarded in our Proceedings, we are in the 
Way of prophaning the Holy Name, and 
of going back toward that Wildernefs of 
Sufterings and Perſecution, out of which, 
through the tender Mercies of God, a 
Church. hath been gathered; Chriſt 2 
in ſanctiſied Veſſels, Gal. ii. 20. and where 
they behold his Holy Name prophaned, 
and the pure Goſpel Light eclipſed, through 
the Unfaithfulneſs of any who by their 
Station appear to be Standard Bearers under 


the 
5 
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them! And how lingering is that Death 


„ 2) , 
the Prince of Peace, the living Members 
in the Body of Chriſt in beholding theſe 
Things, do in ſome degree experience 


the Fellowſhip of his Sufferings ; and as 
the Wiſdom of the World more and more 


takes Place in conducting the Affairs of 


this viſible gathered Church, and the pure 
of the Holy Spirit leſs waited 
for and followed, ſo the true Suffering 
Seed is more and more oppreſſed. 

My Mind is often affected with a Senſe 


of the Condition of ſincere-hearted People 
in ſome Kingdoms, where Liberty of Con- | 


ſcience is not allowed, many of whom be- 
ing burthened in their Minds with prevailing 


; Superſtition joined with Oppreſſions, are 


often under Sorrow; and where ſuch have 
attended to that pure Light which hath in 
ſome degree opened their Underſtandings, 
and for their Faithfulneſs thereto, have been 


brought to Examination and Trial, how 


heavy are the Perſecutions which in divers 
Parts of the World are exerciſed upon 
them! How mighty, as to the outward, is 
that Power by which they are born down, 
and oppreſſed ! 


How deeply affecting is the Condition 
of many upright-hearted People who are 


taken into the Papal Inquiſition ! What 
lamentable Cruelties, in deep Vaults, in 4 
private Way, are exerciſed on many ot 


by 


| Cd. - 
by a fmall low Fire, which they have fre- 
quently indured, who have been faithful to 
the End! CD 5 | 
How many.. tender-ſpirited Proteſtants 
have been ſentenced to ſpend the Remain- 
der of their Lives in a Galley chained to 
Oars, under hard-hearted Maſters, while 
their young Children are placed out for 
Education, and taught Principles ſo con- 
trary to the Conſcience of the Parents, 
that by diſſenting from them, they have 
hazarded their Liberty, Lives, and all that 
was dear to them of the Things of this 
World ! 8 8 : 
There have been in Time paſt ſevere 
Perſecutions under the Engliſh Government, 
and many fincere-hearted People have ſui- 
tered Death for the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience, whoſe Faithfulneſs in their Day 
hath miniſtred Encouragement to others, 
and been a Bleſſing to many who have 
ſucceeded them ; thus from Age to Age, 
the Darkneſs being more and more removed, 
a Channel at length, thro' the tender Mer- 
cies of God, hath been opened for the Exer- 
ciſe of the pure Gift of the Goſpel Miniſtry, 
without Interruption from outward Power, 
a Work, the like of which is rare, and un- 
known in many Parts of the World. 

As theſe Things are often freſh in my 
Mind, and this great Work of God going 
on in the Earth has been open before me, 

FED H 2 : that 
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that Liberty of Conſcience with which we 
are favoured, hath appeared not as a light 
Matter. 


A Truft is committed to us, a great and 


weighty Truſt, to which our diligent Atten- 
tion is neceſſary, where ever the active 
Members of this vifible gathered Church 
uſe themſelves to that which is contrary to 

the Purity of our Principles, it appears to 
be a Breach of this Truſt, and one Step 
back toward the Wilderneſs, one Step to- 
wards undoing what God in infinite Love 
hath done through his faithful Servants, in 
a Work of ſeveral Ages, and like laying 
the Foundation for future Syfferings. 

I feel a living Invitation in my Mi 
to ſuch who are active in our religious 
Society, that we may lay to Heart this 
Matter, and conſider the Station in which 
we ſtand; a Place of outward Liberty under 
the free Exerciſe of our Conſcience toward 
God, not obtained but through great and 
manifold Afflictions of thoſe who lived be- 
fore us. There is Gratitude due from us to 
our Heavenly Father, and Juſtice to our 
Poſterity; can our Hearts endure, or our 
Hands be ſtrong, if we deſert a Cauſe fo 
precious, if we turn aſide from a Work, 
under which ſo many have patiently la- 
boured ? 47” 
May the deep Sufferings of our Saviour 

be ſo dear to us, that we may never * 

= | ple 
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le under Foot the adorable Son of God, 
or count the Blood of the Covenant un- 
. . 
May the Faithfulneſs of the Martyrs 
when the Proſpe& of Death by Fire was 
before them, be remembered. And may 
the patient conſtant Sufferings of the up- 
right-hearted Servants of God in latter 
Ages be revived in our Minds, And may 
we ſo follow on to know the Lord, that 
neither the Faithful in this Age, nor thoſe. 
in Ages to come, may ever be brought 
under Suffering, through our ſliding back 
from the Work of Reformation in the- 
World. | RES 
While the active Members in the viſible 
gathered Church ſtand upright, and the 
Affairs thereof are carried on under the 
Leadings of the Holy Spirit, although Diſ- 
orders may ariſe among us, and cul many 
Exerciſes to thoſe who feel the Care of the 
Churches upon them; yet while theſe con- 
tinue under the Weight of the Work, and 
labour in the Meek neſs of Wiſdom for the 
Help of others, the Name of Chriſt in the 
viſible - gathered Church may be kept 
ſacred ; but while they who are active in 
the Aﬀairs of this Church, continue in a- 
maniteſt Oppoſition to the Purity of our 
Principles, this, as the Prophet 7/azah x. 18. 
expreſſeth it, is like as when a Standard- 
bearer fainteth,. and thus the Way opens to 
| A. 3 : orcat, 
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great, and prevailing Degeneracy, and to 
Sufferings for ſuch who through the Power 
of Divine Love, are ſeperated to the Gof- 
pel of Chriſt, and cannot unite- with any 
Thing which ſtands in Oppoſition to the 
Purity of it. os 
The Neceſſity of an inward Stilneſs, 


hath under theſe Exerciſes appeared clear to 


my Mind; in true Silence Strength is 
renewed, the Mind herein is weaned from 
all Things, but as they may be enjoyed 


in the Divine Will, and a Lowlineſs in 


outward Living oppoſite to Worldly Ho- 
nour, becomes truly acceptable to us ;—in 
the Deſire after outward Gain, the Mind 
is prevented from a perfect Attention to the 
Voice of Chriſt, but being weaned from 
all Things, but as they may be enjoyed in 
the Divine Will, the pure Light ſhines in- 
to the Soul, and where the Fruits of that 
Spirit which is of this World, are brought 
torth by many who profeſs to be led by the 
Spirit of Truth, and Cloudineſs is felt to 
be gathering over the viſible gathered 
Church, the Sincere in Heart who abide 


in true Stilneſs, and are exerciſed therein 


before the Lord for his Name's Sake, have 


a Knowledge of Chriſt in the Fellowſhip 


of his Sufferings, and inward Thanktulnels 
is felt at Times, that through Divine Love, 
our own Wiſdom is caſt out, and that for- 


ward active Part in us ſubjected, which 
| would 
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would rife and do ſomething in the viſible 
gathered Church, without the pure Lead- 
mgs of the Spirit of Chrilt, 
While aught remains in us different from 
a perfect Reſignation of our Wills, it is like 
a Seal to a Book wherein is written, that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect Mill God 
concerning us, Rom. xii. 2. but when our 
Minds entirely yield to Chriſt, that Silence 
is known, which tolloweth the opening. of 
the laſt of the Seals, Rev. viii. 1. In this 
Silence we learn abiding in the Divine 
Will, and there feel, that we have no 
Cauſe to promote but that only in which 
I the Light of Life directs us in our Pro- 
ceedings, and that the alone Way to be 
uſeful in the Church of Chriſt, is to abide 
faithfully under the Leadings of his Holy 
Spirit in all Caſes, and being preſerved 
thereby in Purity of Heart, and Holineſs 
of Converſation, a Teſtimony to the Purity 
of his Government may be held forth 
through us, to others. $14 
As my Mind hath been thus exerciſed, 1 
have ſeen that to be active and buſy in the 
viſible gathered Church, without the Lead- 
ings of the Holy Spirit, is not only un- 
profitable, but tends to increaſe Dimneſs; 
and where Way is not opened to proceed in 
the Light of Truth, a Stop is felt by thoſe 
who humbly attend to the Divine Leader, 
a Stop which in relation to good Order 
in 


* 
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in the viſible gathered Church, is of the 


N Conſequence to be obſerved: thus 
Robert Barclay in his Treatiſe on Diſcipline 
holds forth, Page 63. 68. 64. That the 
« Judgment or Conclufion of the Church 


* .or Congregation, is no further effectual 


« as to the true End and Deſign thereof, 
« but as ſuch Judgment or Concluſion 

e proceeds from the Spirit of God ope- 
< rating on their Minds who are ſanctified 
in Chriſt Jeſus,” 

Now in this Stop I hure learned the 
Neceſſity of waiting on the Lord in Hu- 
mility, that the Works of all may be 
brought to the Light, and thoſe to Judg- 
ment which are 'wrought in the Wiſdom of 
this World; and have allo: ſeen, that in a 
Mind thoroughly ſubjected to the Power of 
the Croſs, there is a Savour of Life to be 
felt, which evidently tends to gather Souls 
to God, while the greateft Works in the 
viſible gathered Church brought forth in 
Man's Wiſdom, remain to be unprofit- 
able. 

Where People are divinely gathered into 
a Holy Fellowſhip, and faithtully abide 
under the Influence of that Spirit which 
leads into all Truth, they are the Light of 
the World, Mat. v. 14. Now holding 
this Profeſſion, to me hath appeared 
weighty, even beyond what I can fully ex- 


preſs, and what our bleſſed Lord — to 
| 1avec 
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have in View, when he propofed the Ne- 
ceſſity of counting the Coſt, before we 
begin to build. 

I truſt there are many who at Times, 
under Divine Viſitation, feel an inward 
Enquiry after God ; and when ſuch in the 
Simplicity of their Hearts mark the Lives 
of a People who profeſs to walk by the 
Leadings of his Spirit, of what great Con- 
cernment 1s it that our Lights ſhine clear, 
that nothing of our Conduct carry a 'Con- 
tradition to the Truth as it is in Jeſus, 
or be a Means of prophaning his Holy 
Name, and be a Stumbling- block in the 
Way of thoſe fincere Enquirers! 

When ſuch Seekers, who wearied with 
empty Forms, look toward uniting with 
us as a People, and behold active Members 
among us depart in their cuſtomary Way of 
Living, from that Purity of Life, which 
under humbling Exerciſes hath been opened 
before them, as the Way of the Lord's 
People, how mournful and e 
the Proſpe&t! And how ſtrongly doth ſuch 
Unfaithfulneſs operate againſt the Spread- 
ing of the peaceable, harmonious Princi- 
ple and Teſtimony of Truth amongſt 


Mankind! 
In entering into that Life, which is hid 


with Chriſt in God, we behold his peace- 
able Government, where the whole Family 


are governed by the ſame Spirit, and the 
doing 


2 
doing to others as we would they ſhould do 
unto us, groweth up as good Fruit from a 
good Tree; the Peace, Quietneſs, and 
harmonious Walking in this Government 
s beheld with humble Reverence to him 
who is the Author of it; and in partaking 
of the Spirit of Chriſt, we partake of that 

which labours, and fuffers for the Increaſe 
of this peaceable Government among the 
Inhabitants of the World; and I have felt 
a Labour of long Continuance, that we, 
who profeſs this peaceable Principle, may 
be Faithful Standard-bearers under the 
Prince of Peace, and that nothing of a 
defiling Nature, tending to Diſcord and 
Wars, may remain among us. 

May each of us query with ourſelves, 
have the Treaſures I poſſeſs, been gathered 


in that Wiſdom which is from above, fo 


far as hath appeared to me? 

\Have none of my Fellow-creatures an 
equitable Right to any Part which is called 
mine ? J on 

Have the Gifts, and Poſſeſſions received 
by me from others been conveyed in a 
Way free from all Unrighteoufneſs, ſo far 
as I have ſeen? | 


The Principle of Peace in which our 


Truſt is only on the Lord, and our Minds 
weaned from a Dependance on the Strength 
ef Armies, hath appeared to me very pre- 


cious, and I often feel ſtrong Deſires, that 
we 


9]. 

we who profeſs this Principle, may ſo 
walk, as to give juſt Cauſe for none ot 
our Fellow-creatures to be offended: at us; 
that our Lives may evidently manifeſt, that 
we are redeemed from that Spirit in which 
Wars are: Our bleſſed Saviour in painting 
out the Danger of fo leaning on Man, as 
to negle& the Leadings of his Holy Spirit, 
ſaid, Call no Man your . Father upon the 
Earth; for one is your Father which is in 
Heaven, Mat. xxiii. 9. Where the Wiſdom 
from above is faithfully: tollowed, and 
therein we are entruſted with Subſtance, it 
is a Treaſure committed to our Care in the 
Nature of an Inheritance, as an Inheritance 
from him, who formed, and ſupports the 
World. Now in this Condition the true 
Enjoyment of the good Things of this Life 
is underſtood, and that Bleſſing felt, in 
which is real Safety; this is what I appre- 
hend our bleſſed Lord had in View, when 
he pronounced, Bleſſed are the Meek, for 

they ſhall inberit the Earth. | 
Selfiſh Worldly-minded Men may hold 
Lands in the ſelfiſh Spirit, and depending 
on the Strength of the outward Power, be 
perplexed with ſecret Uneaſineſs, left the 
Injured ſhould ſometime overpower them, 
and that Meaſure meted to them, which 
they meaſure to others. Thus ſelfiſh Men 
may poſſeſs the Earth; but it is the Meek 
who inherit it, and enjoy it as an Inhe- 
ritance 
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ritance from the Heavenly Father, fres 
from all the Defilements, and Perplexities 
of Unrighteouſneſ 6. | 
Where Proceedings have been in that 
Wiſdom which is from beneath, and in- 
equitable Gain. gathered by a Man, and 
left as a Gift to his Children, who being MW * 
entangled by the ſame Worldly Spirit, have 

not attained to that Clearneſs of Light in * 
which the Channels of Righteouſneſs are b 
opened, and Juſtice done to thoſe who Fn 
remain ſilent under Injuries : Here I have f 
ſeen under humbling Exerciſe of Mind, that 2 
the Sins of the Fathers are embraced by the WM * 
Children, and become their Sins, and thus 
in the Days of Tribulation, the Iniquities 
of the Fathers are viſited upon theſe Chil- 
dren, who take hold of the Unrighteouſnefs 
of their Fathers, and live in that Spirit in 
which thoſe Iniquities were committed; to 
which agreeth the Prophecy of Moſes, con- 
cerning a rebellious People; They that are 
left of you ſhall pine away in their Iniquities, 
in your Euemy's Land, and in the Iniguilies 
of their Fathers ſhall they pine away, Lev. 
 XxXvi. 39. and our bleſſed Lord in behold- 
ing the Hardneſs of Heart in that Genera- 
tion, and feeling in himſelf, that they lived 
in the ſame Spirit in which the Prophets 
had been perſecuted unto Death, ſignified, | 

That the Blood of all the Prophets which was 

fed from the Foundation of the Morld, . 

e 


1 
be required of that Generation, from the Blood 
of Abel, unto the Blood of Zacharias, who 
periſhed between the Altar and the Temple, 
Luke xt. 51. * 
Tender Compaſſion fills my Heart to- 
wards my Fellow Creatures eſtranged from 
the harmonious Government of the Prince 
of Peace, and a Labour attends me, thut 
they may be gathered to this peaceable Ha- 
bitation. | | 
In being inwardly prepared to ſuffer 
Adverſity tor Chriſt's Sake, and weaned 
ſrom a Dependance on the Arm of Fleſh, 
we feel, that there is a Reſt for the People 
of God, and that it ſtands in a perfect 
Reſignation of ourſelves to his Holy Will; 
in this Condition, all our Wants and. De- 
fires are bounded by pure Wiſdom, and 
our Minds wholly attentive to the Counſel 
of Chriſt inwardly communicated, which 
hath appeared to me as a Habitation of 
Safety for the Lord's People, in Times 
of outward Commotion and Trouble, and 
Defires from the Fountain of pure Love, 
are opened in me, to invite my Brethren 
and Fellow Creatures to feel for, and ſeek 
alter that which gathers the Mind into it. 


Mount-Holly, New- 


Jerſey, 4th Month, Jogs Wool MAN. 
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On loving our Neighbours as ourſelves; 


HE N we love the Lord with 
all our Hearts, and his Creatures: 
| in his Love, we are then pre- 
ſerv'd in Penderneſs both toward Mankind: 
and the Animal Creation; but if another 
Spirit gets Room in our Minds, and we 
follow it in our Proceedings, we are then 
in the Way of diſordering the Affairs of 
Society. 
lf a Man ſucceſsful in Buſineſs expends: 
Part of his Income in Things of no real 
Uſe, while the Poor employ'd by him 
paſs through great Difficulties in getting 
the Neceſſaries of Life, this requires his 
ſerious Attention. | 

I: 3 if 
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If ſeveral Pfincipal Men in Buſineſs 
unite in ſetting the Wages of thoſe who 
work for Hire, and therein have Regard 
to a Profit to themſelves anſwerable to 
unneceſſary Expence in their Families, 
while the Wages of the other on a mo- 
derate Induſtry will not afford a comfort- 
able Living for their Families, and a 
proper Education for their Children, this 

is like Jaying a Temptation in the Way of 
lome to ſtrive for a Place higher than they 
are in, when they have not Stock ſufficient 
wor Rc | 

Now I feel a Concern in the Spring of 
pure Love, that all who have Plenty of 
outward Subſtance, may Example others 
in the right Uſe of Things; may care- 
fully look into the Condition of poor 
People, and beware of exacting on them 
with Regard to their Wages. _ 
While hired Labourers, by "moderate 
Induſtry, through the Divine Bleſſing, may 
live comfortably, raiſe up Famihes, and 
give them ſuitable Education, it appears 
reaſonable for them to be content with 
their Wages. | 

If they who have Plenty Jove their 


Fellow Creatures in that Love which is 


Divine, and in all their Proceedings have 
an equal Regard to the Good of Mankind 
univerſally, their Place in Society is 4 


r of Care, an Office requiring Atten- 


tion, 


_ 1 
tion, and the more we poſſeſs, the greater 
is our Truſt, and with an Increaſe of Trea- 
ſure, an Increaſe of Care becomes neceſ- 
fa 
ben ö. our Will i is ſubject to the Will of 
God, and in relation to the Things of this 
World, we have nothing in View, but a 
comfortable Living equally with the reſt 
of our Fellow Creatures, then out ward Trea- 
ſures are no farther deſirable than as we 
feel a Gift in our Minds equal to the 
Truſt, and Strength to act as dutiful Child- 
ren in his Service, who hath formed all 
Mankind, and appointed a Subſiſtence for 
us in this World. 

A Deſire for Treaſures on any other 
Motive, appears to be againſt that Com- 
mand of our bleſſed Saviour, Lay not u; 
for yourſelves T reaſures here on Earth, Mat. 
Vi. 1 

He forbids not laying up in the Summer 
againſt the Wants of Winter; nor doth he 
teach us to be ſlothful in that which pro- 
perly relates to our being in this World ; 
but in this Prohibition he puts in yourſelves, 
2 not up for yourſelves Treaſures here on 

arth, | 

Now in the pure Light, this Language 
18 underſtood, ior in the Love of Chriſt 
there is no Reſpect of Perſons ; and while 
we abide in his Love, we live not to our 
elves, but to him who died for us. And 

as 
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as we are thus united in Spirit to Chriſt, we 
are engaged to labour in promoting = | = 
Work. in the Earth for which he ſuffer d. | 
In this State of Mind our Defires are, ** 
that every honeſt Member in Society may 
have a Portion of Treaſure, and Share of P 
Truſt, anſwerable to that Gift, with which m 


our Heavenly Father hath. gifted us. 4 
In great Treaſure, there is a great Truſt. Not 
A great ruſt requireth great Care. Soci 
But the laborious Mind wants Reſt. Gro 


A pious Man is content to do a Share of Wa 
Buſinefs in Society, anſwerable to the Gifts ¶ and 
with which he is endowed, while the other 
Channels of Buſineſs are free from Un- WM N 
righteoutneſs, but is careful leſt at any | 
Time his Heart be overcharg'd. 

In the harmonious Spirit of Society 
Cbriſt is all in all, Cot. iii. 21. - 

Here it is that old Things are paſt away, 
all Things are new, all Things are of God, 

2 Cor. v. 17, 18. and the Deſire-for out- 
wad Riches. is at an End, 

They of low Degree who have al 
Gifts, enjoy their Help who have large 
Gifts ; thoſe with their ſmall] Gifts, have a 
ſmall degree of Care, while theſe with 
their large Gifts, have a large degree of 
Care : And thus to abide in the Love of 
_ Chriſt, and enjoy a comfortable Living in 
this. World ; is all that i aimed at by thoſe 

' Member 
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Members in Society, to whom Chriſt 15 


made Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs. 

But when they who have much Trea- 
ſure, are not faithful Stewards of the Gifts 
of God, great Difficulties attend it. 

Now this Matter hath deeply affected 
my Mind. The Lord, through merciſul 
Chaſtiſements, | hath given me a Feeling 
of that Love, in which the Harmony of 
Society ſtandeth, and a Sight of the 
Crowch of that Seed which bringeth forth 
Wars and great Calamities in the World, 
and a Labour attends me to open it to 
others; | 
| Now to act with Integrlny, according. to 

that Strength of Mind and Body with 
which our Creator hath endowed * of 
us, appears neceſſary for all, and he Who 
thus ſtands in the loweſt Station, appears 
to be entitled to as comfortable and con- 
venient a Living, as he whoſe Gifts of 
Mind are greater, and whoſe Cares are 
more extenſive, : 

If ſome endowed. with ſtrong Clndath | 
ſtandings as Men, abide not in the har- 
monious State, in which we love our Newh- 
hours as ourſelves, but walk in that Spirit in 
which the Children of this World are wiſe 
in their Generation; theſe by the strength 
of Contrivance may ſometimes gather great 
Treaſure, but the Wiſdom of this World 


5 Fooliſnneſs with God; and if we gather 
Treaſures 
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Treaſures in Worldly Wiſdom, we lay up. 
Treaſures for ourſelves 3, and great T reaſures 


managed in any other Spirit, than the Spirit 
of Truth, diſordereth the Affairs of So- 


ciety, for hereby the good Gifts of God in 


this outward Creation are turned into the 
Channels of Worldly Honour and fre- 
gently applied to ſupport Luxury, while 
the Wages of poor Labourers are ſuch, 
that with moderate Induſtry and Frugality 
they may not live comfortably, raiſe up 
Families, and give them ſuitable Education, 
but through the Streightneſs of their Con- 
dition, are often drawn. on to labour under 
Wearineſs, to toil through Hardſhips them- 


felves, and frequently to oppreſs thoſe uſe- 


ful Animals with which we are intruſted. 
From Age to Age, throughout all Ages, 
Divine Love is that alone, in which Do- 
minion has been, is, and will be rightly 
conducted. 2 8 
In this the Endowments of Men are ſo 
employ'd, that the Friend and the Governor 
are united in one, and oppreſſive Cuſtoms 
come to an End. . 

- Riches in the Hands of Individuals in 
Society, is attended with ſome degree of 


Power; and fo far as Power is put forth 


ſeparate from pure Love, ſo far the Go- 
vernment of the Prince of Peace is inter- 
rupted; and as we know not that our 
Children after us will dwell in that 3 
ES whi 


. 


which Power is rightly applied, to lay up 
Riches for them appears to be againſt the 
Nature of his Government. | 

The Earth, through the Labour of Men 
under the Bleſſing of him who formed it, 
yieldeth a Supply for the Inhabitants from 
Generation to Generation, and they who 
walk in the pure Light, their Minds are 
prepared to taſte and reliſh not only thoſe 
Bleſſings which are ſpiritual, but alſo feel a 
Sweetneſs and Satisfaction in a right Uſe 
of the good Gifts of God in the viſibl 4 
Creation. | | 

Here we ſee that Man's Happineſs ſtands | 
not in great Poſſeſſions, but in a Heart de- t 
voted to follow Chrift, in that Uſe of _. ' 
Things, where Cuſtoms contrary to.univer- [ 
al Love have no Power over us. 

In this State our Hearts, are prepared to 
truſt in God, and our Deſires for our 
Children and Poſterity are, that they, with 
the reſt of Mankind, in Ages to come, {1 
may be of that Nuinber, of whom he hath | 
faid, I will be 4 Father to them, and they — 
all be my Sons and Daughters, 2 Cor. vi. 
* | = 7 

When Wages in a fruitful Land bear fo 
ſmall a Proportion to the Neceſſaries of 
Life, that poor honeſt People who have 
Families cannot by a moderate Induſtry 
attain to a comfortable Living, and give 
their Children ſufficient Learning, but muſt I 
| either | 
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either labour to a degree 'of Oppreſſo 


or elſe omit that Which appears to be! | 
Duty. lead 
While this is the Caſe with *R Poor, 8g 
there is an Inclination in the Minds oi e 
moſt People, to prepare at leaſt fo much ſhai 
Treaſure for their Children, that they with Ag 
1¹, 


Care and moderate Induſtry may live fre 

from theſe Hardſhips which the Poor pak ** * 
through, 

Nov this Subject weulreth our ſerious 

Conſideration : To labour that our Children l 

may be put in a Way to live comtortably, 


- appears in itſelt to be a Duty, ſo long a Spi 

theſe our Labours are conſiſtent with un. and 
verſal Righteouſneſs; but if in ſtriving to den 
ſhun Poverty, we do not walk in that State _ 


where Chriſt is our Life, then we wander; 
; ci that hath the Son, bath Life, 1 John v IN 
This Life is the Light of Men, John i, 


| 5 If we walk not in this Light, we. walk Lo 
in Darkneſs, and he bat walketh in Dark: be « 
neſs, knowell 1101 whither be goeth, John Xil, 15 
35 T0 keep to right Means in labouring tho 
to attain a right End is neceſſary : If in let 
ſtriving to ſhun Poverty, we ſtrive only in ma! 
that State, where Chriſt is the Light ot our of 

Life, our Labours will ſtand in the true Div 
Harmony of Society; but if People arc 1 

| confident that the End aimed at is good, ness 
and in this Confidence purſue it ſo eager!) = 
as 


— 
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z3 not to wait for the Spirit of Truth to 
lead them, then they come to Loſs. Chriſt 
is given to be a Leader and Commander of 
tbe People, Iſaiah lv. 4. Again; The Lord 
ſhall guide thee continually, Iſaiah Iviii. 12. 
Again; Lord, thou wilt ordain Peace for 
1, for thou alſo haſt wrought all our Works 
in #5, Iſaiah xxvi. 12. | : 

In the Lord have we Righteouſneſs and 
Strength, Iſaiah xlv. 24. | 

In this State our Minds are preſerv 
watchful in following the Leadings of his 
Spirit in all our Proceedings in this World, 
and a Care is felt for a Reformation in ge- 
neral. That our own Poſterity, with the 
reſt of Mankind in ſucceeding Ages, may 
not be entangled by oppreſſive Cuſtoms, 
tranſmitted to them through our Hands; 
but if People in the Narrowneſs of natural 
Love, are. afraid that their Children will 
be oppreſſed by the Rich, and through an 
eager Deſire to get Treaſures, depart trom 
the pure Leadings of Truth in one Caſe, 
though it may ſeem to be a ſmall Matter, 
yet the Mind even in that ſmall Matter 
may be embolden'd to continue in a Way 
of Proceeding, without waiting for the 
Divine Leader. | 

Thus People may grow expert in Buſi- 
neſs, wiſe in the Wiſdom oft this World, 
retain ' a fair Reputation amongſt Men, 
and yet being Strangers to the Voice of 

K „„ 
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Chriſt, the ſafe Leader of his Flock, the 
Treaſures thus gotten, may be#like Snares 
to the Feet of their Poſterity. 
Now to keep faithful ro the pure Coun- 
ſellor, and under trying Circumſtances ſuf. 


fer Adverſity for Righteouſneſs Sake, in 


this there is a Reward, 


If we, being poor, are hardly dealt with 


by thoſe who are rich, and under this Diffi- 
culty are frugal and induſtrious, and in true 
. Humility open our Cafe to them who 
preſs us, this may reach the pure Witneh 
in their Minds ; and though we ſhould re- 
main under Difficulties as to the outward, 
yet if we abide in the Love of Chriſt, all 
will work for our Good, 
When we feel what it is to ſuffer in the 
true ſuffering State, then we experience the 
Truth of thoſe Expreſſions, that, as the 
 Sufferings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo cur Con- 
ſolation aboundeth by Chriſt, 2 Cor. i. 5. 
But if poor People who are hardly dealt 
with, do not attain to the true ſuffering 
State, do not labour in true Love with 
thoſe who deal hardly with them, but envy 


their outward Greatneſs, murmur in their 


Hearts becauſe of their own Poverty, and 
ſtrive in the Wiſdom of this World co get 
Riches for themſelves and their Children; 
this 1 is like wandering 1 in the Dark. 


If we who are of a middle Station be- 


tween. Riches and Poverty, are affected at 
LTi 
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Times with the Oppreſſions of the Poor, 
and feel a tender Regard for our Poſterity 
after us. O how neceſlary is it that we 
wait for the pure Counſel of Truth! 

Many have ſeen the Hardſhips of the 
Poor, felt an eager Deſire that their Child- 
ren may be put in a Way to eſcape theſe 
Hardſhips; but how few have continued in 
that pure Love which openeth our Under- 
ftandings to proceed rightly under theſe 
Difficulties! 

How few have faithfully followed that 
Holy Leader who prepares his People to 
labour for the Reſtoration of true Harmon 7 
amongſt our Fellow. creatures! 

In 5 pure Goſvel Spirit we walk by E 19 

and not by Sight, 2 Cor, v. 7. 
In the Obedience of Faith we die to the 
Narrowneſs of Self- love, and cur Life be- 
ing hid with Chriſt in God, our Hearts are 
enlarg'd toward Mankind univerſally z but 
in departing from the true Eight of Lite, 
many in ſtriving to get Treaſures have 
ſtumbled upon the dark Mountains, 

Now that Purity of Lite which proceeds 
from Faithfulneſs in following the Spirit of 
Truth, - that State where our Minds are de- 
voted to ſerve God, and all our Wants are 
bounded by his Wiſdom, this Habitation 
has often been open'd before me as a Place 
of Retirement for the Children of the 


Light, where we may ſtand feparated from 
K 2 "ng 
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that which diſordereth and confuſeth the 
Affair of Society, and where we may have 
a Teſtimony of our Innocence in the Hearts 
of thoſe who behold us. | 

Through departing from the Truth as it 
is in Jeſus, through introducing Ways of 
Lite attended with unneceflary Expences, 
many Wants have ariſen, the Minds of 
People have been employ'd in ſtudying to 
get Wealth, and in this Purſuit ſome de- 
parting from Equity, have retain'd a Pro- 
feſſion of Religion; others have look'd at 
their Example, and thereby been ſtrength- 
en*d to proceed further in the ſame Way: 
Thus many have encourag'd the Trade of 
taking Men from Africa, and ſelling them 
as Slaves. 5 

It hath been computed that near One 
Hundred Thouſand Negroes have of late 
Years been taken annually from that Coaſt, 
by Ships employed in the Eugliſb Trade. 
As I have travell'd on religious Viſits in 
ſome Parts of America, I have ſeen many 


of theſe People under the Command of 


Overſeers, in a painful Servitude. 
I have beheld them as Gentiles under Peo- 


ple profeſſing Chriſtianity, not only kept 


ignorant of the Holy Scriptures, but under 
great Provocations to Wrath; of whom it 
may truly be faid, They that rule over them 
make them to howl, and the Holy Name 1 


abundantly blaſphemed, Iſaiah lii. 5. Where 
| Children 
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Children are taught to read the Sacred | 


Writings, while young, and exampled in 
Meekneſs and Humility, it is often help- 
ful to them; nor is this any more than a 
Debt due from us to a ſucceeding Age. 

But where Youth are pinched for want of 
the Neceſſaries of Life, forced to labour hard 
under the harſh Rebukes of rigorous Over- 
ſeers, and many Times endure unmerciful 
Whippings: In ſuch an Education, how 
great are the Diſadvantages they lie under ! 
And how forcibly do theſe Things work 
againſt the Increaſe of the Government of 
the Prince of Peace! - 

Humphrey Smith, in his Works, p. 125, 
ſpeaking of the tender Feelings of the 
Love of God in his Heart when he was a 
Child, laid, „By the violent wrathful Na- 
« ture that ruled in others, was my Quiet- 
« neſs diſturbed, and Anger begotten in 
« me toward them, yet that of God in 
% me was not wholly overcome, but his 
« Love was felt in my Heart, and great 
« was my Grief when the Earthly-minded- 
e neſs and wrathful Nature ſo provoke 
me, that I was eſtranged from it. 
„And this I write as a Warning to 
% Parents and others, that in the Fear of 
« the living God, you may train up the 
« Youth, and may not be a Means of 
bringing them into ſuch Alienation.” 
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Many are the Vanities and Luxuries of 
the preſent Age, and in labouring to ſup- 
port a Way of living conformable to the 
preſent World, the Departure from that 
Wiſdom that is pure and peaceable hath 
been great. | 
Under the Senſe of a deep Revolt, and an 

overflowing Stream of Unrighteouſneſs, my 

Lite has been often a Life of Mourning, 
and tender Defires are raiſed in me, that 
the Nature of this Practice may be laid to 
Heart. 

I have read ſome Books wrote by People 
who were acquainted with the Manner of 
getting Slaves in Africa. 

J have had verbal Relations of this Na- 
ture from ſeveral Negroes brought from 
Africa, who have learn'd to talk Euglißb. 

I have ſundry Times heard Eugliſbmen 
ſpeak on this Subject, who have been at 
Africa on this Buſineſs ; and from all theſe 
Accounts it appears evident that great Vio- 
lence is committed, and much Blood ſhed 

in Africa in getting Slaves. 
When three or four Hundred Slaves ate 

put in the Hold of a Veſſel in a hot Cli- 


mate, their Breathing ſoon affects the Air. 


Were that Number of free Poeple to 
go Paſſengers with all Things proper for 
their Voyage, there would Inconvenience 
ariſe from their Number; but Slaves are 


taken by Violence, and frequently endeavour 
| 0 


to kill the white People, that they may re- 
turn to their Native Land. Hence they are 


frequently kept under ſome Sort of Con- 


finement, by Means of which a Scent ariſeth 
in the Hold of a Ship, and Diſtempers 


often break out amongſt them, or which 


many die. Of this tainted Air in the Hold 
of Ships freighted with Slaves, I have had 
ſeveral Accounts, ſome in Print, and ſome 


verbal, and all agree that the Scent is griev- 


ous. When theſe People are fold in Ame- 
rica, and in the Iſlands, they are made to 
labour in a Manner more ſervile and con- 
ſtant, than that which they were uſed to 
at Home, that with Grief, with different 
Diet from what has been common with 
them, and with hard Labour, ſome Thou- 
ſands are computed to die every Year, in 
what 1s called the Seaſoning. 
Thus it appears evident, that great 
Numbers of theſe People are brought every 
Year to an untimely End; many of them 
being ſuch who never injured us. 
When the Innocent ſuffer under hard- 
hearted Men, even unto Death, and the 
Channels of Equity are ſo obſtructed, that 


the Cauſe of the Sufferers is not judged in 


Righteouſneſs, the Land is polluted with 

Blood, Numb. xxxv. 33. | 
When Blood hath been ſhed unrighteouſ- 
ly, and remains unattoned for, the- Cry 
thereof is very piercing. 5 
Under 


Tow] 


Under the humbling Diſpenſations of 


Divine Providence, this Cry hath deeply 
affected my Heart, and I feel a Concern 
to open, as I may be enabled, that which 
lieth heavy on my Mind. 5175 

When the [niquity of the Houſe of Iſrael 
and of Judah was exceeding great, when the 
Land was defiled with Blood, and the City 
full of Perverſneſs, Ezek. ix. 9. ſome were 
found fighing and crying for the Abominations 


of the Times, Ezek. ix. 4. and ſuch who. 


live under a right Feeling of our Condition 
as a Nation, theſe T truſt will be fenſible 
that the Lord at this Day doth call to 
Mourning, though many are ignorant of it. 
So powerful are bad Cuſtoms when they 


become general, that People growing bold 
thro? the Examples one of another, have 


often been unmoved at the moſt ſerious 
Warnings. , | 
Our bleſſed Saviour ſpeaking of the 
People of the old World, ſaid, They eo, 
they drank, they married, and were given in 
Marriage, until the Day that Noah went in- 
to the Ark, and the Flood came. and defiroy'd 
them all, Luke xvii, 27. 

The like he ſpake concerning the People 
of Sodom, who are alſo repreſented by the 
Prophet as haughty, luxurious, and oppret- 
ſive; This was the Sin of Sodom, Pride, 
Fulneſs of Bread, and Abundance of 1diene!s 
was found in her, and in her * 

nteiiber 


nath 
Poot 

N 
muc 
in c: 
ſupp 
whic 
criet 


[ 205] 
neither did ſhe ſtrengthen the Hands of the 
Poor and Needy, Ezek. xvi. 49. 

Now in a Revolt fo deep as this, when 
much Blood has been ſhed unrighteouſly, 
in carrying on the Slave Trade, and in 
ſupporting the Practice of keeping Slaves, 
which at this Day is unattoned for, and 
crieth from the Earth, and from the Seas 
againſt the Oppreſſor 

While this Practice is continued, and 
under a great Load of Guilt there is more 
Unrighteouſneſs committed, the State of 
Things is very moving! 

There is a Love which ſtands in Na- 
ture, and a Parent beholding his Child 
in Mifery, hath a Feeling of the Afflic- 

tion; but in Divine Love the Heart is 

enlarged towards Mankind univerſally, and 
prepar'd to ſympathize with Strangers, 
though in: the loweſt Station in Life. 

Ot this the Prophet appears to have had 
a Feeling, when he ſaid, Have we not all 
one Father ? Halb not one God created us? 
Why then do we deal treacherouſly every Man 
with his Brother, in protbaning the Covenant 
F our Fathers ? Mal. ii. 10. 

He who of old heard the Groans of the 
Children of Jrael under the hard Taſk- 
maſters in Egypt, I truſt hath looked down 
from his Holy Habitation on the Miſeries 
of theſe deeply oppreſsd People. Many 


Lives have been ſhortned through extreme. 


Oppreſſion, 
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Oppreſſion, while they labour'd to ſupport 
Luxury and Worldly Greatneſs 3 and tho 
many People in outward Proſperity may 
think little of thoſe Things, yet the gra- 
cious Creator hath Regard to the Cries of 
the Innocent, however unnoticed by Men. 

The Lord in the Riches of his Goodneſs 
is leading ſome into the Feeling of the 
Condition of this People, who cannot ret 
without labouring as their Advocate; of 
which in ſome Meaſure I have had Ex- 
perience, for, in the Movings of his Love 
in my Heart, theſe poor Sufferers have 
been brought near to me. 

The unoffending Aged and Infirm made 
to labour too hard, kept on a Diet les 
comfortable than their weak State requirec, 
and expoſed to great Difficulties under 
hard-hearted Men, to whoſe Sufferings J 
have often been a Witneſs, and under the 
Heart. melting Power of Divine Love, 
their Miſery hath feit to me like the 
Miſery of my Parents. 

Innocent Youth taken by Violence from 
their Native Land, from their Friends and 
Acquaintance ; put on board Ships with 
Hearts laden with Sorrow; expoſed to 
great Hardſhips at Sea; placed under Peo- 
ple, where their Lives have been attended 
with great Provocation to Anger and Re- 
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With the Condition of theſe Youth, my 


Mind hath often been affected, as with the 
Afflictions of my Children, and in a Feel- 


ing of the Miſery of theſe People, and of 


| that great Offence which is miniſter'd to 


them, my Tears have been often poured 
out before the Lord. 


That Holy Spirit which affected my 


Heart when I was a Youth, I truſt is often 
felt by the Negroes in their Native Land, 
inclining their Minds to that which is righ- 


teous, and had the profeſſed Followers of 


Chriſt in all their Conduct toward them, 


maniſeſted a Diſpoſition anſwerable to the 
pure Principle in their Hearts, how might 
the Holy Name have been honoured 


amongſt the Gentiles, and how might we 


have rejoiced in the fulfilling of that Pro- 


phecy, I the Lord love Judgment, I hate 


Robbery for Burnt-offerings; and 1 will direct 
heir Work in Truth, and make an everlaſt. 


ing Covenant with them. Their Seed ſhall 
be known amongſt the Gentiles, and their 
Offspring amongſt the People All that ſee 


lem ſhall acknowledge them, that they are 
the Seed zwhich the Lord hath bleſſed, Iſaiah 


Ixi. 8, 9. | 


But in the preſent State of Things, how 
contrary is this Practice to that meek Spirit, 
in which our Saviour laid down his Lite 


for us, that all the Ends of the Earth might 
Know Salvation in his Name! 


How- 


. 
© 23 
How are the Sufferings of our bleſſed 
Redeemer ſet at nought, and his Name 
blafphemed amongſt the Gentiles, through 
the unrighteous Proceedings of his profeſs'd 
Followers! 3 5 
My Mind hath often been affected, even 
from the Days of my Youth, under a Senſe 
of that marvellous Work, for which God, 
in infinite Goodneſs, ſent his Son into the 
World. 5 . 
The opening of that Spring of living 
Waters, which the true Believers in Chriſt 
experience, by which they are redeemed 
from Pride and Covetouſneſs, and brought 
into a State of Meekneſs, where their Hearts 
are enlarged in true Love toward their 
Fellow Creatures univerſally ; this Work 
to me has been precious, and the Spreading 
the Knowledge of the Truth amongſt the 
Gentiles been very deſirable. And the 
| profeſſed Followers of Chriſt joining in 
Cuſtoms evidently unrighteous, which mani-- 
feſtly tend to ſtir up Wrath, and increaſe 
Wars and De ſolations, hath often covered 
my Mind with Sorrow. | OD 
If we bring this Matter home, and as 


Fob propoſed to his Friends, Put our Soul 


in their Soul's ſtead, Job xvi. 4. 
It we conſider ourſelves and our Children 
as expoſed to the Hardſhips which theſe 


People lie under in ſupporting an imaginary 


Greatneſs. | 
FL Did 
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Did we in ſuch Cafe behold an Increaſe 
of Luxury and Superfluity amongft our 
Oppreſſors, and therewith felt an Increaſe 
of the Weight of our Burdens, and expect- 
ed our Poſterity to groan under Oppreſſion 
after us. 

Under all this Miſery, had we none to 
plead our Cauſe, nor any Hope of Relief 
from Man, how would our Cries aſcend to 
the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, who 
judgeth the World in Righteouſneſs, and 
min his own Time is a Refuge for the Op- 
preſſed ! | 

If they who thus afflicted us, continued 
to lay Claim to Religion, and were aſſiſted 
in their Buſineſs by others, eſteemed pious 
People, who through a Friendſhip with 


them ſtrengthened their Hands in Tyranny. 


In ſuch a State, when we were Hunger- 
bitten, and could not have ſufficient Nou- 
riſhment, but ſaw them in Fulneſs pleaſing 
their Taſte with Things fetched from far : 


When we were wearied with Labour, 


denied the Liberty to reſt, and ſaw them 


ſpending their Time at Eaſe : When Gar- 
ments anſwerable to our Neceſlities were 


denied us, while we ſaw them cloathed in 
that which was coſtly and delicate: 
Under ſuch Affliction, how would theſe. 
painful Feelings riſe up as Witneſſes a- 
gainſt their pretended Devotion! And if 
the Name of their Religion was mention'd 
L in 
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in our Hearing, how would it ſound in our 
Ears like a Word which ſignified Self. 
exaltation, and Hardneſs of Heart 

When a Trade is carried on, productive 
of much Miſery, and they who ſuffer by it 
are ſome Thouſand Miles off, the Danger 
is the greater, of not laying their Sufferings 
to Heart. | 

In procuring Slaves on the Coaſt of 
Africa, many Children are ſtolen privately ; 
Wars alſo are encouraged amongſt the Ne- 
groes, but-all is at a great Diſtance. 

Many Groans ariſe from dying Men, 
which we hear not. 
Many Cries are uttered by Widows and 
Fatherleſs Children, which reach not our 
wa. 55 HE 
Many Cheeks are wet with Tears, and 
Faces ſad with unutterable Grief, which we 


= Joe nar.c:: i | 


Cruel Tyranny 1s encouraged. The 
Hands of Robbers are ſtrengthened, and 
Thouſands reduced to the moſt abject 
Slavery, who never injured us. 

Were we for the Term of one Year only 
to be an Eye-witneſs to what paſſeth in 
getting theſe Slaves: 

Was the Blood which is there ſhed to 
be ſprinkled on our Garments: | 

Were the poor Captives bound with 
Thongs, heavy laden with Elephants Teeth, 


to 


— 
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| to paſs before our Eyes on their Way to the 
Sea: | 
Were their bitter Lamentations Day after 
Day to ring in our Ears, and their mourn- 
ful Cries in the Night to hinder us from 
ä | 
Were we to hear the Sound of the Tu- 
mult when the Slaves on board the Ships 
attempt to kill the Exgliſbd, and behold the 
Iſſue of thoſe bloody Conflicts 
What pious Man could be a Witneſs to 
theſe Things, and ſee a Trade carried on in 


this Manner, without being deeply affected 


| with Sorrow? 


Throi gh abiding in the Love of Chriſt 
we feel a Tenderneſs in our Hearts toward 
our Fellow Creatures, entangled in oppreſ- 
ſive Cuſtoms; and a Concern ſo to walk, 
that our Conduct may not be a Means of 
ſtrength'ning them in Error. | | 
It was the Command of the Lord through 
Moſes, Thou ſhalt not ſuffer Sin upon thy Bro- 
ther: Thou ſhalt in anywiſe rebuke thy Bro- 
lber, and ſhalt not ſuffer Sin upon him, Lev. 
XIX. 17. | | 

* Keep far from a falſe Matter ; 
and the Innocent and Righteous ſlay thou not, 
Exod. xxiii. 7. 

The Prophet Jaiab mentions Oppreſſion as 
that which the true Church in Time of out- 
ward Quiet ſhould not only be clear of, but 
ſhould be far from it; Thou jhalt be far 

L 2 from 
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From Oppreſſion, Iſaiah liv. 14. Now theſe 
Words, far from, appear to have an ex. 
tenſi ve Meaning, and to convey Inſtruction 
in regard to that of which Solomon ſpeaks, 
Though Hand join in Hand, the Wicked ſhall 
a0t go unpuniſhed, Prov. xvi. 5. © 
It was a Complaint againſt one of old, 
When thou ſaweſt a Thief, thou conſented( 

with bim, Pſal. l. 18. 5 
The Prophet Jeremiah repreſents the 
Degrees of Preparation toward Idolatrous 
Sacrifice, in the Similitude of a Work car- 
ried on by Children, Men, and Women. 
The Children gather Wood, the Fathers 
kindle the Fire, and the Women knead the* 
Dough lo bake Cakes for the Queen of He- 

"Ven, Jer. vii. 18. 3 
It was a Complaint of the Lord againſt 
fael, through his Prophet Ezetiel, that 
they ſtrengtben'd the Hands of the Wicked, 
and made the Hearts of the Righteous jad, 
Ezek. xiii. 12. | | 
Some Works of Iniquity carried on by 
the Peqple were repreſented by the Prophet 
Hoſea, in the Similitude of Ploughing, 
Reaping, and eating the Fruit; Zou have 
Plougbed Wickedneſs, reaped Iniquity, eaten 
the Fruit of Lying, becauſe thou didſt truſs 
in thy own Way, to the Multitude of 10 
mighty Men, Hoſea x. 13. 

1 have felt great Diſtreſs of Mind fince 


I came on this Iſland, on Account of the 
Members 
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Members of our Society being mixed with 
the World in various Sorts of Buſineſs and 
Traffick, carried on in impure Channels. 
Great is the Trade to Africa for Slaves ; 
and in loading theſe Ships abundance of 
People are employ'd i in the Manufactories. 

Friends in early Time refuſed, on a re- 
ligious Principle, to make or trade in 
Superfluities, of which we have many large 
Teſtimonies on Record, but for want of 
Faithfulneſs ſome gave way, even ſome 
whoſe Examples were. of Note in Society, 
and from thence others took more Liberty: 
Members of our Society worked in Super— 
fluities, and bought and fold them, and 
thus Dimneſs of Sight came over many. 
At length, Friends got into the Uſe of 
ſome Superfluities in Dress, and in the 
Furniture of their Houſes, a- d this hatn 
ſpread from leſs to more, till Supertluity 
0: ſome Kind is common among{t us. 
ln this declining State many look at the 
Example one or "another, and too much 
neglect the pure Feeling of Truth, Or 
late Years a deep Exerciſe hath attended 
my Mind, that Friends may dig deep, may 
carefully caſt forth the looſe Matter, and 
get down to the Rock, the ſure Founda- 
tion, and there hearken to that Divine 


Voice which gives a clear and ceriain 
Sound, 


= 
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And I have felt in that which doth 
not deceive, that if Friends who have 
known the Truth, keep in that Tender. 
neſs of Heart, where all Views of out- 
ward Gain are given up, and their Truſt 
is only on the Lord, he will graciouſly 
lead ſome to be Patterns of deep Selt- 


_ denial, in Things relating to Trade, and 


handicraft Labour; and that ſome who 
have Plenty of the Treaſures of this World, 
will example in a plain frugal Life, and 
pay Wages to ſuch whom they may hire, 
more liberally than is now cuſtomary in 
ſome Places. „ 

The Prophet, ſpeaking of the true 
Church, ſaid, 2% People alſo ſhall be all 
righlecus. 
Of the Depth of this Divine Work 
ſeveral have ſpoken. 

Jon Gralton, in bis Journal, p. 45, faid, 
* The Loid is my Portion, I ſhall not 
* wart, He hath wrought all my Works 
„ in me. I am nothing but what I am in 

„ ny 
Silleil Laley, through the powerlul 
Operations of the Spirit of Chriſt in bis 
Seul, was brouglit to that Depth of Selt- 
denial, that he could rot join with that 
prcud Spirit in other People, which in- 
' lined them to want Vanities and Super- 
 Biuities, This Friend was often amonglt 

the chief Rulers of the Nation 1n 3 
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of - Perſecution, and it appears by the Teſti- 
mony of Friends, that his Dwelling was 
ſo evidently in the pure Lite of Truth, 
that in his Viſits to thoſe. great Men, he 
found a Place in their Minds; and that 
King James the Second, in the Times of 
his 1 roubles, made particular Mention in 


once ſaid to him. 

The faid Gilbert found a Concern to 
write an Epiſtle, in which are theſe Ex- 
preſſions; Fear the Lord, ye Men of 
all Sorts, T rades, and Callings, and leave 
off all the Evil that is in them, for the 
« Lord is grieved with all the Evils uſed 
« in your Employments which you are 
e exerciſed in. 
« It is even a Grief to ſee how you 
©« are Servants to Sin, and Inſtruments of 
« Satan.” See his Works, p. 42, &c. 
George Fox, in an Epiſtle, writes thus: 
e Friends, ſtand in the Eternal Power of 
« God, Witneſſes againſt the Pomps and 
« Vanities of this World. | 
« Such Tradeſmen who ſtand as Wit. 
„e nefles in the Power of God, cannot 
« fulfil the People's Minds in theſe Vani- 
« ties, and therefore they are offended at 
« them. 

„Let all truſt in the Lord, and wait 
te patiently on him; for when Truth firſt 
te broke forth in London, many Tradeſmen 
could 


a very reſpectful Manner of what Gilbert 
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© could not take ſo much Money in their 
« Shops tor ſome Time, as would buy 


«. them Bread and Water, becaufe they 


„ withitood the World's Ways, Faſhions, 
« and Cuſtoms ; yet by their patient wait- 


« ing on the Lord in their good Life and 
„ Converſation, they anſwer'd the Truth 


« in People's Hearts, and thus their Buſi- 
6 neſs increaſed,” Book of Doctrinals, 
P. 824. 

Now Chriſt our Holy Leader graciouſly 


continueth to open the Underſtandings of 


his People, and as Circumſtances alter from 


Age to Age, ſome who are deeply baptized 


into a Feeling of the State of Things, are 


led by his Holy Spirit into Exerciſes in 


ſome reſpect different from thoſe which at- 
tended the Faithful in foregoing Ages, and 
through the Conſtrainings of pure Love, 
are engaged to open the Feelings they have 


to others, 
In faithfully following Chriſt, the Heart 


is weaned from the Delire of Riches, and 
we are led into a Lite ſo plain and ſimple, 
that a little doth ſufice, and thus the 
Way openeth to deny ourſelves, under all 
the tempting Allurements of that Gain, 
which we know is the Gain of Unrighteouſ- 


neſs. 


The Apoſtle ſpeaking on this Subject, 


aſketh this Queſtion z bas Fellowſhip hath 


Righteouſneſs with CIOs ? 2 Cor. vi. 
14. 
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14, And again faith, Have no Felloꝛuſb ip 
with the unfruiful Works of Darkneſs, but 
rather reprove them, Epheſ. v. 11. Again, 
Be not Partaker of other Men's Sins, keep 
thyſelf pure, 1 Tim. v. 22. 

Where People through the Power of 
Chriſt are throughly ſettled in a right Uſe 
of Things, freed from all unneceſſary Care 

and Expence, the Mind in this true Re- 
ſignation is at Liberty from the Bands of 


a narrow Self- Intereſt, to attend from Time 


to Time on the Movings of his Spirit upon 
us, though he leads into that through which 
our Faith is cloſely tried. 
The Language of Chriſt is pure, and to 
the Pure in Hcart, this pure Language is 
intelligible; but in the Love of Money, 


the Mind being intent on Gain, is too 


full of human Contrivance to attend to 
It, | 
It appeareth evident, that ſome Channels 
of Trade are defiled with Unrighteouſnels, 
that the Minds of many are intent on get- 
ting Treaſurcs to ſupport a Lite, in which 
there are many unneceſſary Expences, 


And I feel a living Concern attend my 


Mind, that under thete Difficulties we may 
humbly follow our Heavenly Shepherd, 
who graciouſly regardeth his Flock, and 1s 
willing and able to ſupply us both inwardly 
and outwardly with clean Provender, that 


hath been winnowed with the Shovel _ 
EE E 
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the Fan, where we may ſow to ourſelves in 
Righteouſneſs, reap in Mercy, Hoſea x. 12. 
and not be defiled with the Works of Ini- 
. = | 
Where Cuſtoms contrary to pure Wiſdom 
are tranſmitted to Poſterity, it appears to 
be an Injury committed againſt them; and 
I often feel tender Compaſſion toward a 
young} Generation, and Deſires that their 
Difficulties may not be increaſed through 
Unfaithfulneſs in us of the preſent Age. 
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On a SATILOR'S LIFE. 


N the Trade to Africa for Slaves, and 
I in the\ Management of Ships going 

on thefe Voyages, many of our Lads 
and young Men have a conſiderable Part 
of their Education. 

Now what pious Father beholding his 
Son placed in one of theſe Ships, to learn 
the Practice of a Mariner, could forbear 
mourning over him ? 

Where Youth are exampled in Means 
of getting Money ſo full of Violence, 
and uſed to exerciſe ſuch Cruelties on their 
Fellow Creatures, the Diſadvantage to 
them in their Education is very great. 

But I feel it in my Mind to write con- 
cerning the Seafaring Life in genera], 

In the Trade carried on from the Meſt- 
Indies, and from ſome Part of the Conti- 
nent, the Produce of the Labour of 
Slaves is a conſiderable Part. 

And Sailors who are frequently at Ports 
where Slaves abound, and converſe often 


with 
3 


L a]! 
with People who oppreſs without the 


Appearance of Remorſe, and often with 


Sailors employ'd in the Slave Trade, how 
powerfully do theſe evil Examples ſpread 
amongſt the Sdafaring Youth ! 

I have had many Opportunities to feel 
and underſtand the genera] State of the 


Seafaring Life amongſt us, and my Mind 


| hath often been ſad on Account of fo 
many Lads and young Men being trained 
up amidſt fo great Corruption. 


Under the humbling Power of Chriſt I 
have ſeen, that if the Leadings of his Hol) 


Spirit were faithfully attended to by his 
profeſſed Followers in general, the Hea- 
then Nations would be exampled in Righ- 
teouſneſs. A leſs Number of People would 
be employed on the Seas. The Channels 


of Trade would be more free from Defile- 


ment. Fewer People would be employed 
in Vanities and Superfluities. 

The Inhabitants of Cities would be leſs 
in Number. 

Thoſe who have much Lands would 
become Fathers to the Poor. 

More People would be. employed in 
the ſweet Employment of Huſbandry, 
and in the Path of pure Wiſdom, La- 
bour would be an agreeable, healthfol 


Employment. 
In the Opening of theſe Thins i in my 


Mind, I feel a living Concern that ay 
e who -: 
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who have felt Divine Love i in our Hearts 
may faithfully abide in it, and lie good 


Soldiers endure Hardneſs for Chriſt's — 


He, our bleſſed Saviour, exhorting his 
Followers to love one another, adds, 4 
1 have loved you, John xi. 34. 
He loved Lazarus, yet in his Sickneſs 
did not heal him, but left him to endure 
the Pains of Death, that in reſtoring him 


to Life, the People might be confirmed 


in the true Faith. 
He loved his Diſciples, but ſent them 
forth on a Meſſage attended with great 


Difficulty, amongſt Hard- hearted People, 
ſome of whom would think that in killing 


them they did God Service. 
So deep is Divine Love, that in ſted- 


faſtly abiding in it, we are prepar'd to 


| dey ontebver of all that Gain which tis 


contrary to pure Wiſdom, and to follow - 


Chriſt, even under Contempt, and through 
Sufferings. 


While Friends were kept truly humble, 


and walked according to the Purity of our 
Principles, the Divine Witneſs in many 


Hearts was reached; but when a Worldly 


Spirit got Entrance, there with came in 
Luxuries and Superfluities, and ſpread by 
little and little, even among the foremoſt 
Rank in Society, and from thence others 
took Liberty in that vu more abun- 


dantly. | 
M 8 Fa 


Aon, 
Tn the Continuation of theſe Things from 
Parents to Children, there were many 
Wants to ſupply, even Wants. unknown 
to Friends while they faithfully followed 
Chriſt, And in ſtriving to ſupply theſe 
Wants many have exacted on the Poor, 
many have enter'd on Employments, in 
which they often labour in upholding Pride 
and Vanity. Many have looked on one 
another, been ftrengthen*d in theſe Things, 
one by the Example of another, and as 
to the pure Divine Seeing, Dimneſs hath 
come over many, and the Channels of 
true Brotherly Love been obſtructed. 
People may have no Intention to op- 
preſs, yet by entering on expenſive Ways 
of Life, their Minds may be ſo entangled 
therein, and ſo engag'd to ſupport expen- 
five Cuſtoms, as to be eftranged from the 
pure ſympathizing Spirit, 
As I have travell'd in England, I have 
had a tender Feeling of the Condition of 
poor People, ſome of whom though honeſt 
and induſtrious, have nothing to ſpare 
toward paying for the Schooling of their 
Children. 138 $5 
There is a Proportion between Labour 
and the Neceſſaries of Life, and in true 
Brotherly Love the Mind is open to feel 
after the Neceſſities of the Poor. 
Amongſt the Poor there are ſome that 
are weak through Age, and others of a 
| | weakly 


„ 
weakly Nature, who paſs through Straits: 
in very private Life, without aſking Reliet: 
from the Publick. „„ 

Such who are ſtrong and healthy may- 
do that Buſineſs, which to the Weakly 
may be oppreſſive; and in performing 
that in a Bay which is eſteem'd a Day's: 
Labour, by weakly. Perſons ia the Field 
and: in' the Shops, and by. weakly Women 
who. ſpin and knit in the Manufactories, 
they often paſs through Wearineſs ; and. 
many Sighs I believe are uttered in ſecret, 


unheard by ſome who might eaſe their 


Burdens, | | 

Labour in the right Medium is healthy, 
but in too much of it there is a paintul 
Wearineſs; and the Hardſhips of the Poor 
are ſometimes increaſed through Want of 
a more agreeable Nouriſhment, more 

lentiful Fewel for the Fire, and warmer 

oathing in the Winter than-their- Wages- 
will anſwer. 


When I have beheld Plenty in ſome 


Houſes to a Degree of Luxury, the Con- 


dition of poor Children brought up with- 


out Learning, and the Condition of the- 
Weakly and Aged, who ſtrive to live by: 


their Labour, have often revived in my 


Mind, as Caſes of which ſome who live 
in Fulneſs, need to be. put in Remem-- 
brancte. : 


M 2 There 
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Fn 
There are few, if any, could behold 
their Fellow Creatures lie long in Diſtreſs 
and forbear to help them, when they 
could do it without any Inconvenience, 
but Cuſtoms requiring much Labour to 
ſupport them, do often lie heavy on the 
Poor, while they who live in theſe Cuſtoms 
are ſo entangled in- a Multitude of un- | 
neceſſary Concerns, that they think but 2 
little of the Hardſhips which the poor 
People go through © 


lþ.: 


( 125 ] i 


& i 


— _ „ * — , 
1 * „1 * py %* 
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On SILENT Wo Rs HIP. 


TL 7TORSHIP in Silence hath often 


been refreſhing to my Mind, 


and a Care attends me that a 
young Generation may feel the Nature of 
this Worſhip. | 
Great Expence ariſeth in Relation to 

that which is call'd Divine Worſhip. 
A conſiderable Part of this Expence is 


applied toward outward Greatneſs, and 
many poor People in railing of Tithe, 
labour in ſupporting - Cuſtoms contrary. 
to the Simplicity that there is in Chriſt, 


toward whom my Mind hath often beea 
moved with Picy. 


In pure ſilent Worſhip, we dwell under 


tae Holy Anointing, and feel Chriſt to be 
our Shepherd.” 


Here the beſt of Teachers miniſters 40. 


the ſeveral Conditions of his lock, 8nd 
1 the 
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the Soul receives immediately from the 
Divine Fountain, that with which it is 
nouriſhed. Fo 


As J have travelled at Times where 


thoſe of other Societies have attended 
our Meetings, and have perceiv'd how 
little ſome of them knew of the Nature 
of ſilent Worſhip ; I have felt tender 
Deſires in my Heart that we who often 
fit filent in our Meetings, may live 


anſwerable to the Nature of an inward 


Fellowſhip with God, that no Stumbling- 


block through us, may be laid in their 


Way. | 


Such is the Load of unneceſfary Ex. 
pence which lieth on that which is called 


Divine Service in many Places, and ſo 
much are the Minds of many People 
employed in outward Forms and Cere— 
monies, that the opening of an inward 
lent Worſhip in this Nation to me hath 
appear'd to be a precious Opening. 
Within the laſt four Hundred Years, 
many pious People have been deeply 
exerciſed in Soul on Account of the Su- 
perſtition which prevaikd amongſt the 
_ profeſſed Followers of Chriſt, and in 


1upport of their Teſtimony againſt Op- 


preſſive Idolatry, ſome in ſeveral Ages 
have finiſhed their Courſe in the Flames. 


It 


ee e Mater ie 
It appears by the Hiſtory of the Re- 
3 — that through the Faithfulneſs 
of the Martyrs, the Underſtandings of 
many have been opened, and the Minds 
of People, from Age to Age, been more 
and more prepared for a real ſpiritual: 
Worſhip. gs 

My Mind is often affected with a Senſe 
of the Condition of thoſe People who, 
in different Ages have been meek and: 
patient, following Chriſt through great 
Afflictions: And while I behold the 
ſeveral Steps of Reformation, and that 
Clearneſs, to which through Divine Good- 
neſs, it hath been brought by our An- 
ceſtors; I feel tender Deſtres that we 
who ſometimes meet in. Silence, may 
never by our Conduct lay Stumbling-. 
blocks in the Way of others, and hinder 
the Progreſs of the Reformation in the 
World. x 

It was a Complaint againſt ſome who 
were called the Lord's People, that they 
brought polluted Bread to his Altar, and 
ſaid the Table of the Lord was con- 
temptible. „ 

In real ſilent Worſhip the Soul feeds 
on that which is Divine; but we cannot 
partake of -the Table of the Lord, and 
that Table which is prepared by the God 
of this World. 1 


11 
. 
4 
igy 
} 
. 
J 
, 
. 

4 
i? 
. 
+3 
;% 
N 
* 

U 
. 
I 
3 
77 
ty 
* 
1 
1 
4 
. * 
by 
= | 
= | 
49 
1 5 
iy” . 
Me 
= : 
1:8 
bo 
= 
WW | 
1 
1 


ul 
* — — ——¾¼ 
3 7 — 
4 —. hn ene re 
— 


' 
. 
= k y > > 
Mem ART. 


| [ 128 7} 1 
If Chrift is our Shepherd, and feedeth 
us, and we are faithful in following him, 


our Lives will have an inviting Language, 
and the Table of the Lord will not, be. 


polluted. 
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SOME 


EXPRESSIONS, ec. 


B 


EING in the Courſe of his religious 
Viſit at Tork, and having attended 
moſt of the Sittings of the Quarterly- 

Meeting there, held in the Ninth Month, 
1772, he was taken ill of the Small Pox, 
in which Diſorder he continued about two 
Weeks, at Times under great Affliction of 
Body, and then departed in full Aſſurance 
of a happy Eternity, as the following Ex- 
preſſions, amongſt others, taken from his 
own Mouth, do plainly evidence. 3 
One Day being aſked how he felt him. 
ſelf, he meekly anſwered, I don't know 
ce that I have ſlept this Night: I feel the 
* Diſorder making its Progreſs, but my 
„Mind is mercitully preſerved in Stilneſs 
* and Peace.” Some Time after he faid, 
« He was ſenſible the Pains of Death muſt 
* be hard to bear, but if he eſcaped them 
* now, he mult ſome Time paſs through 
them, and did not know he could be 
better prepared, but had no Will in it.“ 
Said, © He had ſcttled iis ontward Affairs 

| -» Lo 


\ 
.. 


. - ng J 
<< to his Mind; had taken Leave of his 
% Wife and Family, as never to return, 


40 leaving them to the Divine Protection: op 
Adding, And though I feel them near E 
to me at this Time, yet I freely give M .. 


« them up, having an Hope they will be 4 
4 provided for.” And a little after faid, 60 


« This Trial is made eaſier than I could Pa 
< have thought, by my Will being wholly T: 
« taken away; for if I was apxious ag to 4 


« the Event, it would be harder, but J T 
„% am not, and my Mind enjoys a pertett A 
« Calm.” . 

In the Night a young Woman having 
given him ſomething to drink, he faid, 66 
* My Child, thou ſeemſt very kind to me, M .. 
« a poor Creature, the Lord will reward 1 
e thee for it.“ A while after he cried © 
out wit great Earneſtneſs of Spirit, Oh! Fe 


„ my Father, my Father, how comfort- ce 
ce able art thou to my Soul in this trying 60 
« Seaſon.” Being aſked if he could take « 
a little Nouriſhment, after foine Pauſe he ” 
replied, My Child, I cannot tell what to „ 
* fſay to it; I ſeem nearly arrived where 4e 
* my Soul ſhall have Reſt from all its 4 
4 Troubles.” After giving in ſomething 40 
to be put into his Journal, he ſaid, I be- 4e 
« Iljeve the Lord will now excuſe me from A 
« Exerciſes of this Kind, and I ſee no 40 
« Work but one, which is to be the laſt 


„ wrought by me in this World; the Mel 
9 85 = * ſenger 


133 l 

« ſenger will come that will releaſe me from 
4e all theſe Troubles, but it muſt be in the 
« Lord's Time, which I am waiting for.“ 
He ſaid. He had laboured to do what- 
ever was required, according to. the 
« Ability received, in the Remembrance 
« of which he had Peace: And though 
« the Diſorder was ſtrong at Times, and 
«© would come over his Mind like a Whirl- 
« wind, yet it had hitherto been kept 
« ſteady, and center*d in everlaſting Love.” 
Adding, And if that's mercifully con- 
ce tinued, I aſk nor deſire no more.” 

At another Time he ſaid, He had 
long had a View of viſiting this Nation; 
4 and ſome Time before he came, he had 

„ a Dream, in which he ſaw himſelf in 
« the Northern Parts of it; and that the 
„Spring of the Goſpel was opened in him, 
«© much as in the Beginning of Friends, 
& ſuch as George Fox, and William Dew/- 
* bury; and he ſaw the different States of 
: "8 People as clear as ever he had feen 
% Flowers in a Garden, but in his going 
* on he was ſuddenly ſtopt, though he 
e could not ſee for what End, but looked 
„ towards Home, and in that fell into a 
„% Flood of Tears, which waked him,” 
At another Time. he ſaid, My Draught 
4 ſeem'd ſtrongeſt to the North, and 1 

« 5 in 8 3 own Monthly. Meet- 


5 ing, 


J 

ing, that attending the Quarterly-Meet- 
ing at 7ork, and being there, looked 
* like Home to me.” #2 


© ſhall I do now?” He anſwered with 
great Compoſure, *<©* Rejoice evermore, and 
in every Thing. give Thanks,” But 
added a little after, „This is ſometimes 
hard to come at | 
One Morning early he brake forth in 

Supplication on this wiſe ; „ Oh Lord! 
it was thy Power that enabled me to 
& torſake Sin in my Youth, and I have 
„felt thy Bruiſes ſince for Diſobedience, 
* but as I bowed under them thou healedſt 
„ me; and though I have gone through 
many Trials and fore A fflictions, thou 
« haſt been with me, continuing a Father 
and a Friend, I feel thy Power now, 
and beg that in the approaching trying 
« Moments, thou wilt keep my Heart 
e ſteadfaſt unto thee.” Upon his giving 
the ſame Friend Directions concerning ſome 
little Matters, ſhe ſaid, „I will take Care, 
but hope thou mayſt live to order them 

„e thyſelf ;”, he replied, «+ My Hope is in 
« Chriſt; and though I may now ſeem a 

little better, a Change in the Diſorder 
a cc may 


ii. ** as „ _ 1 2 _ 
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& may ſoon happen, and my little Strength 
“ be diſſolved, and if it ſo happen, 1 
e ſhall be gather'd to my everlaſting Reſt.” 
On her ſaying, ** She did not doubt that, 
* but could not help mourning. to ſee ſo 
& many faithful Servants removed at ſo. 
ce low a Time,” he ſaid, Al] Goodneſs 
c cometh from the Lord, whoſe Power is 
e the ſame, and he can work as. he ſees 
5 beſt,” The ſame Day, after giving her 
Directions about wrapping his Corps, and 
perceiving her to weep, he ſaid, “ had 
<< rather thou wouldſt guard againſt Weep- 
„ ing or Sorrowing for me, my Siſter; 
& | ſorrow not, though I have had ſome 
0 painful Conflicts; but now. they ſeem 
ce over, and Matters all ſettled, and I look 
te at the Face of my dear Redeemer, for 
« ſweet is his Voice, and his Countenance 
4 comely.“ a | 
Being very weak, and in general difficult 
to be underſtood, - he uttered a few Words 
in Commemoration of the Lord's Goodneſs 
to him; and added, Ho tenderly have 
„% been waited upon in this Time of 
« Affiction, in which I, may ſay in Job's 
&« Words, Tedious Days. and weariſome 
e Nights are appointed unto me; and how 
«© many are ſpending their Time and 
& Money in Vanity and Superfluities, while 
« Thouſands and Tens of Thouſands want 
' ; — the. 
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te the Neceſſaries of Life, who miglit be 


« reheved by them, and their Diſtreſſes at 


„ ſueh a Time as this, in ſome degree 

„ ſoftened by the adminiſtring of fuitable 
« Things.” N INE 

An Apothecary who attended him of his 

own Accord (he being unwilling to have 


any ſent for) appeared very anxious to aſſiſt 
Him, with whom converſing, he queried 


about the Probability of ſuch a Load of 
Matter being thrown off his weak Body, 
and the Apothecary making ſome Remarks, 
implying he thought it might, he ſpoke 
with an audible Voice on this wiſe : My 
Dependance is in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
. & who FT truft will forgive my Sins, which 


js all J hope for; and, if it be his Will 
de to raiſe up this Body again, I am con- 


tent, and if to die I am reſigned : And 
« jf thou canſt not be eaſy without try- 
« ing to aſſiſt Nature, in order to lengthen 
« out my Lite, I ſubmit. After this, 
his Throat was ſo much affected, that 
it was very difficult tor him to ſpeak 1o 
as to be underſtood, and he frequently 
wrote when he wanted any Thing. About 
the fecond Hour on Fourth-day Morning, 
being the 7th of the Tenth Month, 1772, 
he aſked for Pen and Ink, and at ſeveral 
Times, with much Difficulty, wrote thus : 
6 believe my being here is in the Wiſdom 


& of 
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cc 'of Chrilt; I know not as to- Life or 


« Death.” About a Quarter bèfore Six 
the ſame Morning, he feemed to fall into 
an eaſy Sleep, which continued about half 
an Hour, when ſeeming .to awake, he 
breathed a few Times with more Diffi- 
culty, and fo expired without Sigh, Groan, 
or Struggle. 


vte, He often ſaid, 4 Tt was hid from- 


« him, whether he might recover, or not, 
c and he was not deſirous to know it; but 
« from his own Feeling of the Diſorder, 
« and his feeble Conſtitution, thought he 
mn ' ſhould Roe”: 


23 
D eee e 


« 
—_ * 
pw ERR G n 9 8 * . ! 


— — — — — 
— WR 1 qt Ca * 2 — — > 0 1 _ 


BOOKS Printed and Sold by MAkr 
Hinds, at No 2, in George-Yard, | 
 Lombard-Street, Lonpon, 8 


Collection of the Works of that an- 
cient, faithful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, ] 
Thomas Chalkley, who departed this Life in 50 
the Iſland, of Tortola, the 4th of the Nint 4 
Month, 1741. To which is prefixd, a 
| 23 of his Liſe, Travels, and Chriſtian 

xperiences. Written by himſelf. The 
Fourth Edition, Price 45. 6d. 8 
The Hiſtory of the Life of Thomas E!!- 
wood: Or an Account of his Birth, Educa- 
tion, Fc. with divers Obſervations on his 
Life and Manners when a Youth : And how 
he came to be convinced of the, Truth; 
with his many Sufferings and Services for 
the ſame. Alſo ſeveral other remarkable 
Paſſages and Occurrences. Written by his 

' own Hand. The Third Edition, lately 

bliſh'd, Price 35. 6d. 

"No Croſs, no | ira, A Mc e ſhew- 
ing the Nature and Diſcipline of the Holy 
Croſs of Chriſt ; and that the Denial of 
Self, and daily bearing of Chriſt's Croſs, 
is the alone Way to the Reſt and „ Wra0 
of God. To which are added, the living 
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and dying Teſtimonies of many Perſons ot 
Fame and Learning, both of ancient and 
modern Times in Favour of this Treatiſe. 


By William Penn. The Eleventh Edition, 
| An 
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Price 45, 


11 People called Quakers, in Eng 


BOOKS Printed and Sold, &c. 
An Account of the Life and Travels of 

Samuel Bownas, The Second Edition, 
Price 25. 

The Complete Hiſtory of Joſepb and his 
Brethren, Price bound 94. | | 
The Life of Elizabeth Stirredge, Price 
Te 
Rigge's Catechiſm, Price ga. . 

An Account of the Convincement, Ex- 
erciſes, Services, and Travels, of that an- 
cient Servant of the Lord, Richard Davies. 
With ſome Relation of ancient Friends, 


and the Spreading of Truth in North Wales, - 


&c. The Third Edition, Price bound 
1s. 44. | 
An Alphabetical Extract of all the An- 


nual printed Epiſtles, which have been ſent 


to the ſeveral n of the 
in and, and 

elſewhere, from their Vearly- meeting held 
in London, for the Promotion of Peace 
and Love in the Society, and Encourage- 
ment of Piety and Virtue, from the Year 
1682 to 1762 incluſive, being Eighty-one 
Years; containing many excellent Exhorta- 
tions to Faithfulneſs, in the ſeyeral Branches 
of that Chriſtian Teſtimony which God 
. hath given them to bear; and Admonitions, 
occaſionally given, for the Support of good 
Order and Regularity in and among the 
ſaid People. By Jobu Fry. The Second 
Edition, Price 13. 


By. Some 
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BOOKS Printed and Sold, &c. 
Some brief Memoirs of the Life of 
David 5 with an Account of the Life 
of his Father Fob» Hall, To which are 
added, divers of his Epiſtles to Friends, on 
various Occaſtons, Price 25. 

Two Sermons and a Prayer of Benjamin 
Kidd s, late of Banbury in Oxfordſhire, de- 
ceas*'d: Preach'd in London, in the Lear 
1739, and taken in Short-hand at the Time 
they were delivered : Never before printed, 
Price 64. - SN 
The Life of Jobn Roberts, Price 6d. 
Fruits of Early Piety, conſiſting of ſe- 
veral Chriſtian Experiences, Meditationsand 

Admonitions. Written in Verſe, by Richard 
Bockett, Junior. Very profitable for the 
Peruſal of Youth. The Third Edition, 
Price 4d. . 3 
The Will and Teſtament of Thomas Gwin, 
of Falmouth ; being ſome religious and ſeri- | 
ous Conſideratiuns, which he recommends. 
to his Children and Friends, and. ſuch as 

might remain after his Deceaſe. Writ in 
the Fifty-ſecond Year of his Age. The 

Second Edition, Price 4. 
An Invitation from the Spirit of Chriſt, 
to all that are a-thirſt, to come and drink 
of the Waters of Life freely, which pro- 
ceed from the Fountain of eternal Life. 

By Henry Mollineux, Price bound 15. 
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